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Providence
College alum
chosen as
successor
By Mallary J. Tenore ’07
Asst. News Editor

The new president of
Providence College was named
on Tuesday following separate
deliberations among members
of the Board of
CAMPUS Trustees and the
NEWS College’s Cor
poration.
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P.,
’80, has been chosen as the
College’s 12th president,
succeeding Rev. Philip A.
Smith, O.P., who has served as
president of the College for 11
years.
Currently an associate
professor of philosophy at
Catholic University of America
in Washington, D.C., Father
Shanley, 46, comes to the
College with experience as both
a Dominican Friar and a learned
scholar.
Having taught at various
Catholic institutions, Father
Shanley said he values the time
he spends with students both in
and out of the classroom setting.
It was his experiences as an
undergraduate majoring in
history at Providence College
that prompted him to want to
enter the Dominican Order and
teach philosophy.
“PC has been a very
important part of my life,” he
said. “I received a great
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This week, Rev. Brian J Shanley, O.P., ’80, was named the
12th prsident of the Collge.

education there that changed me
in a lot of ways, both
intellectually and spiritually.”
One of his main goals, he
said, is to become acquainted
with individual students by
engaging in student-led
activities and events on campus.
He noted that on a small campus
like that of Providence College,
it is important that students feel
as though they are part of a
close-knit community of

faculty, staff and students.
“I think you’ll find that I’m
pretty user-friendly as a priest.
I’m very much at home at PC
and I love to be with college
students,” said Father Shanley.
“Rhode Island is home for me
and I’m looking forward to
coming back to Providence.”
PC could very well be his
second home, as he has several
family ties to the school. Both
his father and brother attended

PC, and his mother worked as a
librarian at Philips Memorial
Library from the late 1960s to
the early 1990s. A native of
Warwick, Father Shanley has
close family members who still
reside in Rhode Island.
Looking back on his years at
the College, Father Shanley
reflected on his professors,
whose lessons he still takes to
heart.
“I think the greatest thing
about PC was that when I was a
student there, there were a
number of professors who took
a special interest in me,” he said.
“I want to make sure PC is the
kind of place where students get
that kind of attention.”
To become better acquainted
with students, Father Shanley
said he hopes to find time to
deliver mass on Sundays, teach
.occasional philosophy classes,
and attend sporting events as a
self-proclaimed Friar Fanatic.
“I’m coming right out of the
classroom. I love teaching and
I hope I will be a president who
will teach students so I don’t
forget what it’s all about,” he
said.
Although Father Shanley has
never before served as president
of a college, he noted that his
experiences in Catholic higher
education have nonetheless
prepared him for the position.
He did not address any specific
plans for his presidency, but
acknowledged that in any
higher level educational
institution there is always room
for improvement.
“I think Father Smith has
been an excellent president,” he
said. “PC is in very good shape
PRESIDENT/Page 4

‘Pinky and the Brains’ rules College Bowl
By Scott Geer ’06
News Staff

Slavin Center was buzzing
with energy Saturday, as the
Office of Student ActivitiesInvolvement-Leadership
(S.A.I.L.) and
CAMPUS McPhail’s hosted
NEWS (he 2005 annual
College Bowl.
The PC champions, the
members of Pinky and the
Brains, which consisted of Dan
Kabala ’05, Pat Brown ’05,
James Manning ’05 and Jim
McDonnell ’05, successfully
defended their title in this year’s
College Bowl. They close their
team College Bowl career with
an 11-game unbeaten streak and
the 2005 championship.
The College Bowl is an
intense competition where two
teams enter into a 14-minute
duel comprised of a broad range
of questions from a variety of
subject areas. Each match
consists of two seven-minute

halves. Teams have four
players, all equipped with hand
held buzzers.
For many students, College
Bowl is a good way to show off
what you have learned while at
PC. “A very broad range of
questions [were asked]. I
enjoyed hearing the history
questions that brought me back
to freshman year Civ,” said Kim
Ahem ’06.
Players battle for what are
known as “toss ups”—ques
tions that can be answered by
the first to buzz in. A toss up is
worth 10 points if answered
correctly; a team loses five
points for answering incorrectly
before the question has been
finished.
If correct, the respective
team enters into a bonus round.
These rounds can generally earn
a team up to 30 points. “For
College Bowl [winning] is
about acquiring a lot of
knowledge through education
and teamwork, especially on the

A&E ►
Stephanie A. Smith ’06 gets a delicious, but
expensive, taste of Capriccio. Read her review.
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(Left to right): Jim McDonnell ’05,James Manning ’05,Dan
Kabala ’05, and Hit Brown ’05 won the Collie Bowl
tournament br the second Tar in a ow.

bonus questions,” said Ahern.
Capitalizing on bonus
rounds significantly increases
chances of winning, con
sidering their worth and the
amount of time that elapses off
the clock.
Dominant force and team
captain ofPinky and the Brains,
Kabala, felt success came
through patience and keen

observation.
“Mainly listening to every
little word [can lead to victory],
because often times they throw
hints in there,” said Kabala who
correctly answered five
individual toss ups in the
championship match, more toss
ups than the opposing team had
answered.
COLLEGE BOWL/Page 2

PORTFOLIO ►
Need to escape? Europe is only pages away.
Skip the plane ride and see the sights.
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Increase in
fines for
false alarms
By Mallary J. Tenore ’07
Asst. News Editor

The Office of Residence Life
decided this month to revise the
sanctions allocated to students
due to a streak of malicious fire
alarm pulls in
RESIDENCE buildings on
LIFE campus.
“We had
one really bad weekend,” said
Rev. Kenneth Sicard O.P., Dean
of Residence Life. “About three
fire alarms were pulled over the
same weekend and we have no
tolerance for that.”
In the past, the cost of fire
alarm pulls was $ 1000 for every
offense. Now as a result of the
revised sanctions, the cost of the
second offense has increased to
$2000, while the third offense
has risen to $3000.
According to Kevin Hillery,
assistant dean of Residence Life
for Operations and Facilities,
Aquinas Hall has had three
intentional fire alarm pulls—the
highest number of all the
building on campus. A total of
seven malicious fire alarms
have been pulled in buildings on
campus this year, while the
others have been accidental, he
said.
Accidental or not however,
waking up to the sound of a fire
alarm late at night is not most
students’ idea of fun.
“Hundreds of angry people
waiting outside isn’t a good mix
when it’s freezing outside at
3:00 a.m.,” said Arthur
Petropoulos ’08, a resident of
third floor Aquinas.
He said that tiles have been
ripped from the ceiling and that
graffiti has been drawn on the
bathroom walls of his floor.
Additionally, the glass pane to
the backdoor of Aquinas and a
window in the stairway are
currently smashed and covered
with duct tape.
Residence Life has posted
notices throughout the hallways
in residence buildings to inform
students of both the fines the
building has been issued, and
the fines each student will have
to pay.
Throughout the year, Hillery
receives reports from Physical
Plant which he uses to assess the
amount of fines that each
student will have to pay at the
end of the year.
According to his records,
which are based on rough
estimates, the cost of fines in
Aquinas is about $7,000, while
that of Suites Hall is just under
$8,000. Dore and Raymond
halls have accumulated a
substantially lower amount of
fines, each totaling about $500.
Although Suites Hall just
opened in September, it has
FINES/Page 4
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College Bowl: Twenty teams compete in tournament
continued from front page

A total of 20 teams entered the
College Bowl tournament Saturday, the
largest competition in its history. Five
teams that registered late had to join a
waiting list, a reserve that would be used
if teams cancelled.
“(Previously it was) a 16-team
competition with only four rooms. (It)
was extended this year with five rooms,”
said Todd Incantalupo, assistant director
ofS.A.I.L.
Incantalupo sees the possibility of
more future expansion. As students

become interested, the next expansion
may come in the form of a sixth room,
allowing for a 24-team tournament.
Extra rooms equal more games. All
teams faced off at least four times. The
four highest-ranked teams qualified for
the semifinals.
The semifinal match-ups involved
three undefeated teams: Honor Roll,
Pinky and the Brains, and Zin Lin
Experience featuring Nick Cote on Bass.
All were 4-0 going into the semis, while
Flocking Seagulls advanced with a 3-1
record.
In the two semifinal games, Zin Lin

Experience ft. Nick Cote on Bass
advanced defeating Honor Roll by a
score of 265-130. Pinky and the Brains
coasted into the final, winning 355-65
over Flocking Seagulls.
With their second 300-point victory
of the day, Pinky and the Brains had
noticeable momentum. Zin Lin
Experience ft. Nick Cote on Bass,
consisting of Matthew Weber ’06, Eric
Brescia ’07, Kyle Hill ’06 and Michael
O’Connor ’08, appeared to slow Pinky
and the Brains down by jumping out to
an early lead, 40-25.
Zin Lin Experience ft. Nick Cote on

Bass, however, answered four questions
incorrectly, losing 20 points. Pinky and
the Brains came back to win the final
match 315-40.
Both teams received gift certificates
to Smokey Bones Restaurant and
Showcase Cinemas movie passes for
competing in the championship round.
PC will be represented by Erin
Ellingsen ’07, Dan Kabala ’05, James
Manning ’05, Chris O’Connor ’07 and
Kathryn Treadway ’06 in the Regional
College Bowl Tournament, which will
take place Feb. 19 at Bridgewater State
College.

Campus Calendar for Feb. 4 to Feb. 10
Submit events to sbarku05@providence.edu

Friday
4
4 p.m. Fridays at
Four Faculty Concert
in the Concert Hall
in the Smith Center
for the Arts.
6 p.m. Risk night
sponsored by the
Science Fiction Club
in Slavin G01.

7-10 p.m. Boarding
buses for 105 nights
at Peterson Center.

8 p.m. Word
Games: Four One
Act Plays in the John
Bowab Studio
Theatre in the Smith
Center for the Arts.

Sunday
6
2 p.m. Bachathon
in the Concert Hall
of the Smith Center
for the Arts.
8 p.m. Word
Games: Four One
Act Plays in the
John Bowab Studio
Theatre in the Smith
Center for the Arts.

10hursday

Tuesday
8

8 p.m. Word Games:
Four One Act Plays
in the John Bowab
Studio Theatre in the
Smith Center for the
Arts.

2:30 p.m. OAS
workshop: “What
type of student are
you?” in Library 333.

4- 5 p.m. “How to
succeed in your
summer job search”
in Slavin 112.
5- 7 p.m. Mardi
Gras fete sponsored
by the French Club
in McPhail’s.

9-11 p.m. Ice
skating sponsored
by PC After Hours
in Schneider Arena.

7 p.m. Kevin
Powell from The
Real World in ’64
Hall. Sponsored by
BOP.

2:30-3:30 p.m.
Undeclared Sopho
mores Major
Decisions workshop
in Slavin G29.

12:30-3:30 p.m. Things
for Thursday in Slavin
Center Ground Level A.

3:30 p.m. OAS
workshop: Speed
Reading in Library
333.
3:30-4:30 p.m.
Study Abroad Office
info session in Slavin
G01.
7-9 p.m. S.T.E.P. l’s
Valentine’s Day
party in Slavin G01.

7-9 p.m. S.T.E.P.
l’s Valentine’s Day
party in Slavin G01.
k

Saturday!
5

Monday
7

Wednesday
9

Sanctions
Administrative Review
December 1,2004
'
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 43, IX, 3B
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Mandatory attendance in substance abuse
class: $25.00
Notification to parents

Administrative Review
December 1,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 43, IX, 3B
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 36, II, IB
Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Mandatory attendance in substance abuse
class: $25.00
Administrative warning

Judicial Hearing
December 7.2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 36,0-1A
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, II-2E
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 42
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, II-2F
Gugty
Sanctions:
Suspension for one semester until May 10,
2005.
BeJpre student is allowed to return, he must
provide documental ion that he has been
involved in a treatment program.

Administrative Review
December 9,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 44-3A
- Guilty
Sanctions:
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Mandatory substance abuse class: $25.00.

Administrative Review
December 13,2004
Charges:
Alcohol Violation - Second Level
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary probation two semesters until
December 20,2005.
$250.00 fine
Referral to substance abuse counselor.
Notification to parents.
25 hours of in-kind restitution.

Administrative Review
December 13,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 38, VI
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37,2H
Guilty.
Sanctions:
25 hours of in-kind restitution.
Personal probation until May 10,2005.
Responsible for damage in the amount of
$200 to be billed by Residence Life.

Results of Judicial Hearing
December 14, 2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 36, II-1A
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 37, IH-3
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary probation one semester until May
10.2005.
Referral to Personal Counseling Center. Must
follow through with recommendations of a
counselor.

Administrative Review
December 13,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 37,2F
Guilty
Sanctions:
Administrative Warning
Personal probation until May 10,2005.
Twenty hours in-kind restitution.

Judicial Hearing
December 14, 2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 13
Guilty
Sanctions:
Disciplinary probation two semesters com
mencing January 12.2005 through Decem
ber 23,205.
Twenty-five hours of community restitutions)
service.

Administrative Review
December 15,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 44-3A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Administrative Warning
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10, 2005.
Mandatory substance abuse class: $25.00.

Administrative Review
December 15,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 38. VIII
Guilty
Student Handbook: P. 45, X
Guilty
Letter from Fr. McPhail to ail students: Presence
at Prime time
Guilty
Sanctions:
Administrative Warning
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Alcohol fine: $100.00
Prime Time fine: $! 50.00

Administrative Review
December 16,2004
Charges:
Student Handbook: P. 44-3 A
Guilty
Sanctions:
Administrative Warning
Fine: $100.00
Disciplinary probation until May 10,2005.
Mandatory substance abuse class: $25.00.
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Aquinas lecture receives mixed reviews
Ross delivers
lecture on
Feast Day of
St. Thomas
Aquinas
By Cate Rauseo ’07
News Staff
As students, faculty, and
guests gathered in ’64 Hall on
Friday, Jan. 28 to celebrate the
annual Feast Day of St. Thomas
Aquinas, the
lecture event’s guest
lecturer put the
often-taught
13th century wisdom of the
renowned saint into a 21st
century perspective.
Dr. James F. Ross, professor
of philosophy and law at the
University of Pennsylvania and
a scholar in the philosophical
and theological doctrines of St.
Thomas Aquinas, addressed
topics including morality in law,
the controversial Supreme
Court ruling of Roe v. Wade,
and the prevalence of
pornography in American
culture in his lecture, and
subsequent questioning period,
entitled “Law and Morality:
Mixes and Misses.”
Rev. Philip A. Smith, O.P.,
President of the College,
introduced Ross, a Providence
native, by explaining the
College’s need to find an
influential speaker for this
yearly event. “We needed to
find a speaker to match the

importance of a day as
significant as [St. Thomas
Aquinas feast day].”
Father Smith continued his
introduction by giving the
audience Ross’s impressive list
of credentials. Dr. Ross
received undergraduate and
master’s degrees from Catholic
University, a doctoral degree
from Brown University, and a
juris doctor degree from
University of Pennsylvania.
Father Smith added that in
addition to his over four decades
of teaching at University of
Pennsylvania, Ross has taught
at top-tier universities including
Johns Hopkins University and
Brown.
Ross began his lecture by
honoring Aquinas. “It’s a great
pleasure to take part in
celebrating the feast of St.
Thomas,” he said.
The speaker continued by
providing the audience with a
more human view of the sainted
theologian. “He was tense and
hurried; he often struggled to
get his thoughts in order like
us...he called his opponents
liars...” Ross said while
reminding his audience with
humor that, “you have to
remember that this is another
human being.”
Ross went on to apply the
wisdom of Aquinas to United
States law, explaining that laws
should adjust over time to
compensate for the change in
the nature of society. Ross also
described the differences and
similarities between law and
morals and the lack of morality
expected in 20th-century law.

audience member.
The professor brought his
speech to a close by encourag
ing undergraduates to “practice
moral reason.”
Despite seemingly lecturelong audience approval and
respect for Ross’s well
researched points, a sense of
disagreement from faculty
members became clear during
the question and answer
session.

Ross opened up an
interesting line of inquiry
when he indicated that
natural law thinking may
change over time.
Rev. John Allard, O.P.

TIM PISACICH '07/The Cowl

Dr. James F. Ross delivered a lecture entitled “Law and
Morality: Mixes and Misses” on Friday, Jan. 28.
“Now we claim that morals moral decisions if they cannot
are just personal opinion or have change laws themselves.
to do with personal religious
“[The controversy over
beliefs and shouldn’t have abortion] is a perfect example
anything to do with law,” he of developing a census before
changing the law. We need to
said.
Ross went on to use persuade people as to what is
contemporary conflicts such as right to overturn
the
the legalization of marijuana, law...wrongness
is not
pornography, and abortion to sufficient for overturning a
show that Catholics should try ruling,” he explained when
to persuade others to reach answering a question from an

According to Rev. John
Allard, O.P., assistant professor
of theology, “There was some
disagreement with points that
Ross made.” However, Father
Allard went on to say that,
“Ross opened up an interesting
line of inquiry when he
indicated that natural law
thinking may change over
time.”
Father Allard, a family
friend of Ross’s who helped to
arrange the speaker’s PC
appearance, tied it together by
explaining that, in his opinion,
“Ross has made a remarkable
claim; he suggests that morality
based on natural law thinking is
open to revision because our
best reason-based under
standing of human nature will
change over time.”
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Fines: Bitter suite students pay pretty penny
continued from front page

already made its way to the top of the
list as the building with the highest
amount of fines on campus.
“This is really unfortunate because
it’s a brand new building. We hate to see
it be destroyed,” said Father Sicard. “It
wasn’t expected; it was a shock to us that
kids would treat the building that way.”
Much of the damage done to the
suites has occurred in the common
rooms, where students have broken
furniture and drawn obscenities on the
walls.
The lights in the main elevator have
been smashed and the handicap bar has
been tom from the wall of the elevator,
causing the cost of fines to increase
significantly, Hillery said.
Brian Confroy ’07, who lives in the
suites, said he has noticed graffiti on the
walls as well as broken furniture in some
of the building’s common rooms.
“I’m assuming a lot of kids are
probably drunk when they do these
things, but it kind of stinks to have to
pay for what they’ve done,” Confroy
said. “I don’t really see what else (the
College) can do, though.”
The recent wave of fire alarm pulls
could be misleading, Hillery noted, as
the cost of fines on campus has actually
decreased in recent years.
“The cost has gone down each year,”
he said. “Right now it’s $6,000 less than
what it was last year. Three years ago it
was almost double that.” He added that
the number of acts of vandalism
generally increases during the spring
semester, possibly because of the arrival

TRACY DONADIO '06<The Cowl

Left: The window to the backdoor
of Aquinas Hall has been smashed.
Above: Property damage has been
done to the elevator in DiTraglia
Hall. Property damage results in
fines for all students unless the
responsible student confesses to
committing the act.
TRACY DONADIO '06/The Cowl

of warmer weather.
The cost of fines allocated to
individual students has increased to
$4,000 due to an increase in the number
of students who turn themselves in by
admitting to having pulled a fire alarm
or vandalized a building on campus,
Hillery said.
He added that until a student admits
that he or she is responsible for the
action, however, every student in the
building gets charged.
Fines that are especially high are
charged to the students right away, while
all other fines are added on to the
students’ room and board tuition at the

end of the academic year, Father Sicard
said.
The cost for individual students is
also dependent upon any damages that
residence assistants may find when
checking a student’s room during the
winter or summer intercessions.
“The main thing we emphasize is that
you leave your dorm the way you found
it.... we give students the benefit of the
doubt,” said Hillery. “We want to get
things fixed and use it as a learning tool
to let them know that this is what it
would cost in the real world.”
Although paying for the fines can be
a nuisance, some students said they

believe the College handles the situation
reasonably well.
“It’s annoying to have to pay the
fines, but I guess it’s hard for the College
to find out who did it,” said Megan Fuller
’05. “I feel like that’s the easiest solution,
to split the cost among all the residents.”
Hillery sympathized with students
who believe they are unfairly charged
and said the College is conscious of the
fines it issues.
“I totally understand where they’re
coming from,” he said. “We’ve
researched other colleges and how they
do it. We really go down to the penny
and try to be as fair as possible.”

President: Father Shanley to assume office in July
continued from front page
and we need to continue
improving pretty much across
the board in what we do.”
Father Smith praised his
successor, saying that Father
Shanley is more than qualified
for the position.
“I’m very familiar with
Father Shanley.... He is highly
intelligent and he should be able
to fashion a wonderful vision
for where the College is going,”
said Father Smith.
Following his graduation
from PC in 1980, Father
Shanley received his doctorate
degree in philosophy from the
University of Toronto. He later
attended the Dominican House
of Studies in Washington, D.C.,
where he received his master of
divinity degree in theology and
his Licentiate in Sacred
Theology (S.T.L.).
Since his ordination into the
priesthood in 1987, Father
Shanley has taught classes at
Providence College and the

University of Toronto. He
joined the faculty at Catholic
University in 1994 and was
named associate professor in
2001. Throughout his teaching
career, he has pursued interests
including St. Thomas Aquinas,
metaphysics, the philosophy of
religion and Medieval ethics
and philosophy.
He has also served as a
visiting professor at the Candler
School of Theology at Emory
University and completed a
fellowship at the University of
Notre Dame’s Center for
Philosophy of Religion. Along
with teaching, Father Shanley
serves on the editorial board of
the International Journal for
Philosophy of Religion and is
the editor of The Thomist.
Father Shanley has dem
onstrated his dedication to
Catholic higher education in
serving as the Regent of Studies
for the Dominican Province of
St. Joseph. As a member of the
Provincial Council, he oversees
those members in the Province

who are preparing to enter the
priesthood or attend graduate
school.
Shanley was chosen as
president of the College
following a selection process
which began last September. An
11-member search committee
comprised of PC alumni,
College
Trustees,
and
administrative faculty and staff,
interviewed applicants in
September and then presented
a list of names to the Board
Affairs Committee.
This committee presented a
list of its preferred candidates
during the Board of Trustees
meeting on Tuesday. After some
deliberation, the Board of
Trustees voted on a candidate
and submitted its results to the
College’s Corporation, which
accepted its submission.
The Corporation, which is
comprised of 12 members,
oversees the amendment of by
laws, among other things, and
is responsible for officially
appointing the College’s

president.
In selecting the next
president, the committees
involved were required to take
into consideration the College’s
bylaws which require that the
president be a Dominican Friar.
Rev. Albino Barrera, O.P.,
professor of theology, served on
the search committee and
lauded Father Shanley for his
devotion to the Catholic faith.
“He takes the spiritual life
very seriously and that is
important because it’s at the
very heart of what this College
is all about,” said Father
Barrera.
He added that Father
Shanley’s ties to the College
helped distinguish him from
other presidential candidates.
“This is a man with a
tremendous amount of passion
and love for the College,” he
said. “He is a high-energy
person. He has the youth and he
has an enormous amount of
enthusiasm.”
Student Congress President

Pat Doherty ’05, who
interviewed Father Shanley as
the only student member of the
presidential search committee,
recalled Father Shanley’s strong
sense of leadership.
“It seemed like he lives and
breathes PC,” said Doherty. “I
saw him as a vigorous and
youthful leader ready to take on
the challenging task of being the
president of a major academic
institution.”
Doherty remembered Father
Shanley as having understood
the complexities of financing
the College and the need to raise
its endowment.
“He seemed like a leader
who would take needed and
calculated chances to better the
school...,” said Doherty. “He
recognizes many of the
downsides to PC, but sees the
best of Providence College and
what it has to offer.”
Information from the Office of
Media and Community Re
lations was used in this report.
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Students left asking, ‘Dude, where’s my car?’
By Megan Comerford ’06
News Staff
In January, two cars were stolen from
the Raymond Parking Lot, one on the
13th and one on the 18th.
“It’s extraordinary that two cars
would be stolen within a
CAMPUSj one week period in light
NEWS | of the fact that only three
vehicles were stolen from
campus in all of 2004,” said Major John
Leyden, executive director of Safety and
Security.
Both cars were mid ’90s Nissan
Maximas, a car targeted in auto theft for
its parts. The owners were female, one
a junior and one a senior, and their cars
had students parking permits.
Once a car is determined to have been
stolen, the Office of Safety and Security
reports the theft to the Providence Police,
who enter the registration information
into the National Crime Registry
database.
In fact, one of the vehicles was
recovered, stripped of all its parts, in
south Providence by the Providence
Police.
According to Major Leyden, the area

TIM PISACICH '07AThe Cowl

Nissan Maximas have been targeted in two recent on-campus auto thefts.
in which it was found is a “chop shop”
where stolen vehicles are taken and their
parts removed.
“The city of Providence has one of
the highest rates of stolen cars in the
country,” said Major Leyden.
“There’s no real rhyme or reason [that
the cars were stolen],” Major Leyden
said. Neither police report cited items
inside the car that may have provided

impetus for the theft.
Providence College is an open
campus and, while unauthorized vehicles
are not allowed, people are free to walk
on campus.
Though there are surveillance
cameras all over campus, including all
the parking lots, Major Leyden said that
“it’s difficult to see everything going on.”
Following the thefts, Safety and

Security reviewed the surveillance tapes.
“Even if you see the stolen car coming
out [of Huxley Gate],] said Major
Leyden, “all you’re going to see is
someone driving by. You’re not going
to know who that person is.”
There is still no suspect for the
crimes.
In reaction to the thefts, patrols have
been increased in both the Raymond and
the Davis lots and the surveillance
cameras are being monitored more
closely.
Major Leyden even had one of his
officers find all the student-owned
Nissan Maximas parked on campus so
that they could be monitored in the week
after the crimes.
To keep their vehicles as safe as
possible, Major Leyden advises students
to alarm their cars, always lock the doors,
and periodically check on their cars,
especially if they are not used often.
With spring break approaching, some
students who are traveling may be
considering leaving their cars on
campus. Major Leyden said that the
patrols of the parking lots are maintained
during breaks, so he does not feel the
risk for auto theft increases during school
vacations.

Professors are beating cheating with tumitin.com
By Jen Jarvis ’07
News Staff
Thinking about trying to pass off a
little-known quotation as your own?
Think again. For nearly three years,
Providence College has subscribed to
tumitin.com, a site that
ACADEMIC detects even the most
AFFAIRS obscure instances of
plagiarism.
When a student (or a professor)
passes in a paper electronically through
tumitin.com, the paper is immediately
run through a database, which tells “how
much of this work is original and how
much of this work comes from some
other source,” said Dr. Joan Branham,
program director for the Center for
Teaching Excellence (CTE) and
associate professor in the Art and Art
History Department.
The CTE piloted the program three
years ago and decided to use it. The
Phillips Memorial Library funds the
program, and the CTE administers it.
Branham said that the software seems
to be welcomed by new faculty who see
plagiarism as a “main concern” at new
faculty orientation.
What is convenient about the site is
that it does not merely reveal the
percentage of the paper coming from
another source, but it highlights those
parts of the paper. The professor can then
determine if it is truly plagiarism or if it
is a properly cited quotation.
“[The site] acts as a deterrent,” rather

than a way to catch people cheating, said
Dr. William Hogan, assistant professor
of English, and a professor on
sophomore Civ Team G. To Hogan’s
knowledge, this is the only team
currently using the program.
Hogan has mixed feelings about the
program. “My own conscience says this
is a little Big Brotherish,” he said. On
the other hand, his students have “taken
it in stride. I’ve not had positive or
negative feedback,” he said.
A lot of students have not heard about
the program yet, as it is not used by every
professor. “I guess it’s a good idea,” said
Jenny Kramer ’07. “I think there are
people who work really hard on their
stuff and it’s not fair that people would
go and get something off-line.”
Branham emphasized that the
program should be second to having a
trusting relationship between professor
and student. “We really encourage
faculty first not to depend upon [the
software]” she said, but to stress to the
students “the integrity of their own work
and of other people’s work.”
Branham also urges professors to
allow the students to pass in their own
papers through the program to promote
trust, rather than having professors run
the papers through the software..
Even if a student is caught
plagiarizing, the disciplinary procedures
are geared toward helping the student to
learn rather than punishing him or her.
“Our policy is pretty vague, but it’s
deliberately so,” said Rev. Mark Nowel,
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O.P., Dean of Undergraduate Studies.
The individual professor has discretion
to deal with plagiarism as he or she sees
fit; a letter is sent to Father Nowel
explaining the offense and the way in
which it was handled. This letter goes
into a student’s file and is untouched
unless another letter is sent in.
“This policy, as flexible as it is,
enables the dean to distinguish between
instances of academic dishonesty and
patterns of academic dishonesty,” Father
Nowel said. He said he recognizes that
people make mistakes, and if they learn
from that, “we’ve won.” However, if the
plagiarism is recurring, they are not
learning, and “then I get involved,” he
said.
In his five years as Dean of
Undergraduate Studies, only once or
twice has Father Nowel had to take
further action concerning a case of
plagiarism. It seems that plagiarism is
no bigger of a problem here than at other
schools.
Branham agreed. “I would say there
have been cases...I would not say it’s a
big problem at PC” in relation to other

colleges, she said.
Since the College’s policy is fairly
vague, Father Nowel said he would like
to see individual departments develop
their own academic dishonesty policies.
Having a policy across the board will
also protect professors, since they will
only have to follow the guidelines
instead of deciding how to punish
cheating on their own.
In the meantime, however, Father
Nowel thinks it is up to the professors.
“If they feel strongly about academic
integrity they will include a clear policy
in their syllabus. The fact that some
faculty members don’t makes me fear
that they don’t feel it’s that important,”
he said.
Father Nowel brought up the
College’s motto of “Veritas,” truth, and
asserted that honesty and truth should be
the pervasive mindset. Students should
not try to see what they can get away
with, but should want to be honest. “This
should be a place where honesty is
respected and where we recoil from
dishonesty—faculty, students, and staff,”
he said.
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Success in Iraq despite insurgency
Andrew Blaylock ’07
World Staff
On Monday, Iraq’s citizens voted in
free elections for the first time in the
nation’s history. Ballots were cast for a
275 member assembly that will then
draft a national cons
NEWS; titution. “There was much
ANALYSIS \ skepticism from some
quarters,” with some
having “this terribly condescending idea
as to whether Iraqis, as Arabs, were ready
for democracy,” said Jack Straw,
Britain’s Foreign Minister. “What
yesterday has shown is that the logical,
preparations were extremely robust,” he
added. “The multi-national forces were
able to keep control of the situation.”
Iraqi Interim Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi urged Iraqis on Monday to stand
behind the democratic process and not
to yield or be discouraged by terrorist
threats to disrupt the election. “The ter
rorists know they cannot win,” Allawi
said. “We are entering a new era of our
history and all Iraqis, whether they voted
or not should stand side by side to build
their future.” The opposition force in
Iraq, led by Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi,
vowed to resist elections forced upon the
country by the West. They released a
statement saying, “the election results
will only increase our strength and in
tention to getting rid of injustice.”
Approximately 94 percent of regis
tered Iraqi expatriates cast absentee bal
lots, in 14 different countries, but Only
23 percent of those 1.2 million eligible
to register abroad actually did. Many
attribute the low level of registration to
fear of retribution by terrorists world
wide.
Although official results have not
been released by Iraqi election officials,
estimated turnout was about 60 percent
of Iraq’s 26 million citizens. Candidates
endorsed by Shiite Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani seemed to be most successful,
winning a projected 45 percent of the
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Ask
PC
Do you think the drinking
age is too high?

Iraqis turned out to vote in large numbers this week, although turnout for
the Sunni Muslim population was markedly lower.
seats available.
Sunni Arabs who comprise about 20
percent of the country’s population did
not turn out in large numbers. Many hope
that this does not affect the legitimacy of
the assembly within the Arab community.
In the Sunni city of Tikrit, an Iraqi man
said no member of his family participated
in the elections because he said, “They
were held in the way that America and
the occupation forces v *“d. they want
to marginalize the role
«ie Sunnis.
“They and the media talked about the
Sunni’s as a minority. I do not think they
are a minority.”
The elections were not without blood
shed and casualty however. A British
Royal Air Force plane was struck by in
surgents and crashed en route from
Baghdad to Balad, where a multinational
garrison is located. Three marines and 44
Iraqi civilians were also killed on Mon
day as a result the violence.
Despite the loss of life, the elections
are being considered a success. French
Prime Minister, Jacques Chirac, a vocal

opponent of the war, praised them.
“These elections mark an important
point in the political reconstruction of
Iraq. The strategy of terrorist groups
has partly failed,” Chirac said in a mes
sage congratulating organizers. In ad
dition, Chirac reaffirmed an offer to
have French forces train Iraqi security
and civii servants. The European Union
publicly stated it was prepared to send
more aid to bolster transition efforts.
White House spokesman, Scott
McClellan said, the U.S. mission was
to, “put Iraq on a path to democracy and
in position to defend themselves and
then our troops can return home with
honor.”
Many Democrats on Capital Hill
have praised the success of the elec
tions, of which results should be known
within the next week, but are still call
ing for a clear exit strategy for Ameri
can troops.

“Too high, because if you can die
for your country you can have a
beer!”

Angie Conant ’05

“Too high because we’re not 21
yet.”
Allison Cleary ’07
and
Julia Paolucci ’07

Sources: Associated Press, BBC, New
York Times, Yahoo

Suicidal driver faces murder charges
Ryan Bowley ’08
World Staff

Juan Manuel Alvarez, 25, is being
charged with 11 counts of murder,
following the deaths of 11 train
passengers, including the conductor, in
last week’s train wreck in
NEWS Glendale, Calif. Alvarez
ANALYSIS allegedly parked his Jeep
on the train tracks outside
, with the intention of
committing suicide. He appeared to
reconsider as the train neared, and fled
his SUV.
Despite attempts to stop, the train
struck the vehicle, skipping its tracks,
and slamming into another train heading
in the opposite direction on a nearby
track. The wrecked train then crashed
to a stop, hitting another parked train.
“We actually have a couple of
witnesses that were on the train,” says
Glendale Chief of Police Randy Adams,
“that actually saw him fleeing from the
vehicle.” Further reports suggest that the
suspect stopped to watch the train hit his
vehicle. One witness described the
horrible event: “I heard a noise, it got
louder and louder, and the next thing I
knew the train tilted, everyone was
screaming. .
Passengers reported
bodies tumbling down the aisle of the
train car, until finally coming to a stop.
Alvarez, the suspect in the case, was
taken to a hospital, suffering from selfinflicted wounds—cuts on his chest and
wrists. He allegedly injured himself with

a pair of scissors at a house nearby after
the accident. Alvarez, according to his
sister-in-law, is a drug user with a record
of past arrests. He was also separated
from his wife, who had a restraining order
imposed on him. Allegedly the suspect
had tried to see her and their son at some
point after that.
Many different agencies were
involved in the search efforts, including
the FBI. Using infra-red technology to
locate victims, search teams scoured the
wreckage, sometimes having to tear away
pieces of metal to find them. “Crews are
also continuing hazardous materials
cleanup at he site,” the City of Glendale
said in a press release on Sunday.
Around 200 of the passengers were
hospitalized with cuts, bruises, and
broken bones. It is unlikely, the Fire
Department says, that any other victims
will be found. Response from the
community of Glendale has been sincere
in its support. There will be a candle
light vigil tomorrow night as a memorial
for the victims, and a local church will
sponsor a blood drive.
Prosecutors have not decided whether
or not to request the death penalty in their
prosecution of Alvarez. Prosecutors
added that there is no doubt that Alvarez
is responsible for the 11 deaths. Los
Angeles County District Attorney Steve
Cooley was not sympathetic to the
defendant. “He’s not going to engage my
sympathy because he was despondent.
His despondency doesn’t move me. The
mere fact that he was a little upset or

despondent doesn’t mean he has a
defense for anything.”
Under California law, murder by
train derailment can constitute a special
circumstance, making it eligible for the
death penalty. There are many people
each year who attempt suicide by
standing, lying down, or driving in front
of a train.
Alvarez was present for a court
hearing on Friday, at which time his
defense attorney asked the person
presiding over the proceedings for a
delay in the arraignment. Attorney
Dennis Mulcahey hopes to consult with
mental health professionals, and further
investigate the defendant s state of mind
at the time of the crash.
There are also fears that terrorism
could be responsible for train
derailments in the future, as such an
event has already occurred in Madrid,
Spain. Domestic terrorism was
responsible for train derailments that
occurred in the last decade, and was
responsible for one death and scores of
injuries.
There have also been reports of plots
by al-Qaeda and their affiliates to derail
trains, and the terrorist group was found
to have possession of pictures of
American trains. Government officials
say that they have taken steps to secure
U.S. railways.

Sources: CNN, CBS, MSNBC, City of
Glendale

“Definitely too high. It encour
ages illegial activity because we
are going to do it anyway.”
George Latcheran ’07

“Too high because I keep getting
my fake I.D. taken away.”
Tom Velanovsky ’05
and
Josh VanDyke ’05

COMPILED BY ALLISON HERRMANN

and Julianne Sphorer

’07

’07

World

February 3.2005

The Cowl 7

Blizzard paralyzes Algiers; 13 dead
by

Not so crazy for teddies
With Valentine’s Day approaching fast
the popular gift company, Vermont Teddy
Bear Co., has met with quite the contro
versy after issuing its special Valentine’s
Day bear. The bear is featured in a straight
jacket and comes with commitment papers.
The bear is supposed to represent the
theme “Crazy for you” has been a hit with
customers. However, the state’s gover
nor, along with mental health advocates
and human rights activists have been criti
cizing the bear and the company for its
poor and tasteless depiction of the men
tally ill.
“The bear is meant to be a funny
Valentine’s Day greeting,” said Elisabeth
Robert, president of the company. Yet,
Governor Jim Douglas has an opposite
view of the bear, calling it “insensitive and
inappropriate.”
The company has decided against tak
ing the bear off the market due to the popu
larity of the bear and its high favorability
rating among customers. Robert said, “the
company is truly sorry if we hurt anybody
with this bear, but we’re not in a position
to be told what we can and cannot

Sarah Vernon ’07
World Staff

While the Northeast was still
recovering from effects of a blizzard
that cancelled schools and businesses
early last week, Algiers, the capital of
Algeria, was hit by the
NEWS worst blizzard in 50
.ANALYSIS years.
As of last
Thursday, the snow
storm had left 13 people dead and 47
injured in the country, mostly from
traffic accidents.
After three days of heavy snow and
winds, many of the Northern provinces
in the country were completely cut off
from aid. Winds reached up to 70
kilometers per hour, making the bitter
temperatures feel even colder. The
snow rendered the city of Skikda, an
oil port on the Mediterranean Sea,
virtually inaccessible. According to
Meteorological Services, a blizzard of
the same magnitude had not been seen
since 1950.
The blizzard forced the closing of
over 100 roads, and shut down schools
and offices throughout the country. In

the worst hit areas, power and water
supplies were unavailable due to the
snow and the dropping temperatures. As
a result of increased demand, the
electricity and gas company Sonelgaz
was forced to institute power cuts in parts
of the country. There were, however, no
reports of any damage to the oil and gas
industries.
Because of the blizzard, many of the
regional airports in the country were
forced to shut down, and there were
major delays at the international airports.
Public transportation in Northern areas,
which are the most heavily populated,
was halted altogether.
Over the course of the storm,
governmental authorities urged citizens
to stay inside and not to venture out into
the blizzard. Nevertheless, civil defense
workers were called to help thousands
of drivers who remained trapped by the
impassible roads, unable to move
because of the snow. In the city of
Bouira, about 50 miles from Algiers,
approximately 1,000 people had to spend
two nights sleeping in schools used as
shelters. Others slept in buses provided
by fire brigades.

Criticism was raised by some
newspapers within the country against
the government for not responding
rapidly enough to bring relief from the
effects of the storm. But by last
Thursday, trucks carrying hot water,
sand, and salt could be seen helping to
clear the streets.
Some citizens, upset by the rising gas
prices combined with the cold
temperatures, have engaged in riots.
Such disruptions were reported in four
Algerian towns when the price of butane
gas rose from 170 dinars to 200 dinars
($2.77) per canister.
Despite this fact, others remained
excited at the prospect of snow in a
country that rarely sees any. Children
could be seen throwing snowballs and
building snowmen, while many adults
commented that it had been years since
they had seen such a large snowfall.
Reuters reported one Algiers policeman
as stating, “Snow is wonderful. I am 24
and I had never seen it.”
Sources: The New York Times, Reuters,
BBC, and Associated Press

Use of El Salvador option in Iraq
Right:
The Vermont
Teddy Bear
“Crazy for
You.” Its
controversial
cost is $69.95.

Sexuality for
First an assault on Sponge Bob
Squarepants, and now another on Buster
the rabbit. Perhaps Harry Potter is next?
The newly appointed Secretary of Educa
tion Margaret Spellings has issued yet an
other letter of complaint against a popular
children’s television show, “Postcards from
Buster.”
The show is being criticized for an epi
sode where the rabbit, Buster Baxter, is
shown visiting a lesbian couple and thenchildren. “Many parents would not want
their young children exposed to the
lifestyles portrayed in this episode,” Spell
ings wrote to the president of PBS, the sta
tion that produces the show.
PBS, a publicly funded station opted
not to air the episode and chose to film a
new one instead. However, a station in
Boston which helped to make the episode
has decided to air it regardless of the con
demnation, saying, “it teaches tolerance to
wards family differences.”

by Jill Szaro ’05
World Staff

Over the weekend, a rocket hit the
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and killed
two Americans. On the morning of the
Iraqi elections, a suicide bomber at
tacked a Baghdad high
NATION school where voting
BUILDING was taking place and
killed five people.
While it appears that there is no end
in sight to the conflicts in Iraq, are
some U.S. military strategists consid
ering using tactics similar to those used
during the civil war in El Salvador?
During the Cold War, El Salvador
was one of a number of small repub
lics that the U.S. did not want falling
to communism. In the 1980’s Presi
dent Reagan promised to put down any
further communist expansions in El
Salvador. As a result, there was a vio
lent and bloody 12 year stalemate be

tween the U.S.-funded Salvadoran army
and Cuban-backed guerillas. More than
70,000 people were tortured and mur
dered, while their mutilated corpses were
left out for public view. The U.S.-backed
army in El Salvador was very much like
a terror force, setting out to kill not only
guerillas but also those they considered
to be sympathizers.
Recently there have been rumors
coming out of Washington that U.S. of
ficials are talking about an “El Salvador
option” in Iraq as a model for an aggres
sive campaign to eliminate Iraqi insur
gents and their supporters. One rumored
proposal is for Special Forces teams to
advise, support, and train Iraqi squads
to target Sunni insurgents and their sym
pathizers. According to Major General
Muhammed Abdallah al-Shahwani, di
rector of Iraq’s National Intelligence
Service, the insurgents are, “mostly in
the Sunni areas where the population
there, almost 200,000, is sympathetic to

them.”
A major problem however is that
while the majority of the Iraq people do
not actively support the insurgents, they
will not turn them in. An “El Salvador
option” would possibly promote fear tac
tics to keep the Iraqi population from
supporting or sympathizing with the in
surgency cause.
One military source noted that, “the
Sunni population is paying no price for
the support it is giving to the terrorists.
From their point of view, it is cost-free.
We have to change that equation.” While
there are rumors in the press coming out
of Washington about the “El Salvador
option,” Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said the idea of an “El Salva
dor option” was “nonsense.”

Sources: Associated Press, BBC,
Newsweek, Washington Post

1-95 an accident waiting to happen
by Sarah Vaz ’07
Asst. World Editor

A series of accidents last week
created chaos on one of the nation’s
major highways, causing not only
injuries, but hours of traffic and miles
of back ups. The first of
NEWS the accidents occurred
ANALYSIS around 9 a.m. when
Nada Rakovich of
Florida
was
driving
a tractor-trailer
A case of the living dead
north on 1-95 near Route 32 in
Imagine being declared officially dead Maryland. She changed lanes,
for almost two hours when it is discovered colliding with a car, and both pulled
Baltimore Sun
that you are still, in fact, alive. That is what over to the right shoulder. When police
Truck driver Dorek Miles survived a 70-foot fall off 1-95 into a river.
happened to 29-year-old Larry D. Green and paramedics arrived to help clear
of Raleigh, N.C. when a medical exam the wreckage, Rakovich made the Shock Trauma Center, and remains in accident occurred on the southbound
iner made a startling discovery while work mistake of stepping into the right lane serious but stable condition. He side of 1-95, when a truck struck a car,
of interstate traffic.
sustained two broken legs and a and the spinning car careened back into
ing in the morgue this past Wednesday.
Subsequently, truck driver Dorek dislocated left hip. “It was just amazing the truck.
While going about his routine check of
Fortunately, Miles was the only one
the body, examiner J.B. Purdue noticed the Miles, driving a Freightliner box truck, that that was all the injuries he suffered,”
man he was working on take a shallow swerved to avoid the woman, but in said his mother, Gloria Miles. “It was to suffer any serious injury in the crashes.
Rakovich, 60, will be charged with
breath. “I had to look twice myselfjust to moving to the adjacent lane he lost just by the grace of God.”
Miles was wearing his seat belt, but walking on a controlled-access-highway,
make sure it was there, that’s how subtle it control of his truck, and was then rearwas,” Perdue said. Green was brought in ended by a Mack truck, according to was trapped inside the truck cab for punishable by a $66 fine, as well as
almost two hours earlier after being hit by police reports. Miles’ box truck then about four minutes, before being freed making an illegal lane change. Rakovich
a car. He had been declared dead at the struck the wall of the bridge over the fire and rescue workers, who were on happened to be driving with a suspended
scene of the accident by emergency tech Middle Patuxent River, flipping over the scene responding to the earlier out-of-state license, an offence for which
it. The truck fell over 70 feet before it accident. Workers pulled him up to the she was arrested and arraigned before a
nicians.
It was back in the morgue while docu hit the embankment, then slid several bridge about five minutes later by local judge. She later posted the $2,600
menting Green’s injuries, that he discov feet before its roof rested on the river attaching a tow-truck hook to a basket bail.
ered Green was actually still alive. Greene waters.
shaped stretcher.
The accidents cause the North portion
It was then that the Mack truck,
was taken to Duke University Medical
“He’s extremely lucky,” said Sgt. Rob of the roadway to be closed in-between
which had swerved to try to avoid Moroney, a state police spokesman, Routes 216 and 32 for over an hour,
Center where he is in critical condition.
Miles’ truck, became entangled with noting that falls of over 30 feet are almost resulting in a three to five mile backup.
Sources: Associated Press,
three oncoming cars in the leftmost always fatal. “We’re very fortunate we
wwrw. traditionalvaluescoalition. org,
lane.
weren’t investigating a fatal crash.”
Sources: Newsday, Associated Press
Miles, 26, was flown to Maryland
Reuters, Yahoo
Later that night, another tractor-trailer
—Kim Krupa ’07
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Local:
Providence gets awarded
Providence Mayor David N.
Cicilline (D) recently accepted the first
Terrence R. Duvemay HOME Program
Award, given by the National
Community Development Association in
Washington, D.C. on Saturday. The
award recognizes the Melrose
Preservation Project, a project that
rehabilitated historic homes in Elmwood
and converted them into 47 units of
housing. In giving the city the award, the
National Community Development
Association described the project as an
“exemplary affordable housing project.”
Providence was among 17 communities
nationwide to receive the award.
International:
Killings in Kuwait
Three people died Sunday in Kuwait
City as the result of a gun battle between
Kuwaiti security forces and Islamic
militants. Kuwaiti forces raided a house
in the eastern neighborhood of Salmiyah,

College

news

acting on a tip, and sparked the gunfight.
Apparently militants were using it as a
safe house, said the security sources.
“Sunday’s battle is the third Kuwaiti
incident this month in which police and
Islamic militants exchanged gunfire,”
Interior Ministry officials said. Four
other security forces and a militant were
also wounded.
Health:
Weighing in on cancer
In a study released online Monday in
the Cancer Journal, researchers at the
University of Texas Health Science
Center reported findings that suggested
a man’s weight may affect the accuracy
of the common screening test to detect
Prostate cancer. PSA, or Prostate specific
antigen level, is the variable being
measured within the test. The higher the
antigen level, the more likely the chance
of Prostate cancer. This study of more
than 2,779 men claims that most
morbidly obese men had about 30
percent lower PSA levels than men of

normal weight. This disturbing finding
has been putting doctors on alert as
previous studies have shown that
prostate cancer is more aggressive in
obese men than in men of average
weight. “I will most definitely be more
vigilant in my patients who are obese in
evaluating their PSA,” said Dr. Nelson
Stone of Mount Sinai school of
Medicine.
Sports:
Taking the tennis title
Russian Tennis superstar Marat Safin
won the Australian Open in a surprising
victory over Lleyton Hewitt on Sunday.
Fourth—seeded Safin added this as his
second Grand Slam title, and his first
victory in five years, taking Hewitt in
four sets, 1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. “It’s really
difficult to believe it,” Safin said, looking
at the winner’s trophy. “You need to get
to your room, sit down and believe this
is yours.” Playing poorly from the
beginning, and falling behind 3-0 in the
first set, Safin miraculously bounced

back and chalked it up to nerves. “In the
second set I more or less got it together,”
Safin said. His opponent Lleyton Hewitt
was trying to become the first Aussie
man to win the Australian open since
Mark Edmondson.
Entertainment:
Rock to host Oscars
Following in the traditional footsteps
of comedians Billy Crystal and the late
Johnny Carson, Chris Rock announced
on Monday that he will be hosting the
annual Academy Awards this February.
As working a live audience is Rock’s
forte, a great monologue is expected. An
emmy award winning writer himself,
Rock has hired his own staff, and is
expecting contributions from other
famous fellow comedians such as David
Spade, Adam Sandler, and Eddie
Murphy. “If I can get them laughing, I
know I got the whole world laughing,”
Rock said.

Sources: CNN, Providence Journal

The age of alcohol in America

by Sarah Vaz’07
Asst. World Editor

The argument is not new; it was used
to win 18-year olds the right to vote, and
now a Vermont lawmaker hopes it can
win them the right to drink alcohol. “If
18-year-olds can vote and
die
in Iraq, they should be
ALCOHOL
LAWS able to buy beer,” argues
Vermont state Rep.
Richard Marron (R). “It’s totally
illogical to me.” Marron believes that
his bill proposal is worth whatever
controversy it will raise.
In 1984 President Reagan signed into
law a minimum legal drinking age
(MLDA) of 21 that would apply to all
50 states. Opponents of the statute look
to the European Union where the
drinking age is noticeably lower across
the board, the average age being 16years-old. Switzerland and France allow
minors to drink even earlier, while
Poland and Portugal have no minimum
age at all. Many Europeans credit the
policy with helping to demystify alcohol
and keep levels of alcohol abuse lower.
The countries opted instead to crack
down on drunken driving, as well as
speeding, a concern considered
paramount to underage drinking

overseas. A campaign involving over
500 radar units and several police-run
sobriety checkpoints has cut the number
of traffic deaths there this year by onefifth.
Meanwhile the National Highway
Transportation Safety Administration
argues that the MLDA of 21 has saved
over 20,000 lives since 1975. Vermont’s
Rep. Loren Shaw (R) buys into the
argument. “There’s going to be more
deaths when there’s alcohol involved
that is a certainty,” he said. He added,
“Right now theres a lot of underage
drinking, a lot of binge drinking on
college campuses.”
But many researchers point out that
this figure is misleading; the change in
the drinking age merely shifted the
mortality rates from the 18-20 age group
studied by the NHTSA, to the 21-24 age
group. In fact, the five percent reduction
in alcohol related traffic fatalities in the
younger group was complimented by an
eight percent increase in fatalities in the
21-24 year-old group, thus creating an
actual increase in deaths.
The Journal of Policy Analysis and
Management published a study by Peter
Asch and David Levy that found “the
minimum legal drinking age is not a
significant or even a perceptible factor
in the fatality experience of all drivers
or of young drivers.” In Europe, even

with a lower MLDA, they have found
the 18-20 year-old age group to be in fact
less likely than their older counterparts
to be involved in a drunk driving
accident.
Harry Weschler of the Harvard
School of Public Health has also found
that the MLDA fails to predict binge
drinking “which raises questions about
the utility of the 21 minimum drinking
age in college alcohol policies.” Other
researchers found that during the shift
from an 18-year-old drinking age to a
21-year-old age, the drinking patterns,
including consumption levels, binge
drinking, and other abuse remained
consistent among college age students,
thus having little practical impact.
Vermont Governor James Douglas
agrees in principle with Marron’s
argument that 18-20 year-olds should be
allowed some adult rights but not others,
however he worries about the shortfall
from the challenge to the federal statute.
Vermont stands to lose up to 10 million
dollars in Federal Highway funds if the
bill were ever to pass.
Marron claimed he was aware the
state would be unable to compensate for
the lost funding, yet emphasized that the
bill was still important to consider. “I’m
suggesting we need to get people
thinking that we need to get this law
changed back to where it ought to be,”

he said in a conference with fellow
republican legislators
Marron will not have to worry about
winning over college students, most of
whom agree with the researchers through
experience. “Right now underage people
are going to parties. There’s a higher risk
of date rape. A higher risk of binge
drinking, and more chances of the
destruction of property,” said 20-yearold Charlie Guerin of Burlington, VT.
“If these people were allowed to go into
bars, that would be less likely, because
it wouldn’t be such a taboo to drink,” he
stated.
Even bar owners are conceding the
impact such a change might have.
Damon Brink, also of Burlington, owns
Nectars and Metronome, two popular
bars in the city. “We’re better equipped
to handle it than to have them on their
own. It takes it out of houses and woods
and I don’t think that’s a bad thing,” he
said.
Right now Marron has about half a
dozen co-sponsors for his bill, and while
he does not expect it to be written into
law anytime soon, he hopes his efforts
will bring attention to the issue nationally
as well as locally.
Sources:
Providence Journal,
Washington Post, Cornell Daily Sun,
WCAX

Weekly

Spotlight Auschwitz: the end of an evil era
by

Kathryn Treadway ’06
World Editor

They sat for up to two hours wrapped
in furs and blankets as the snow fell
heavily on the bouquets of flowers held
by those in the crowd. It had snowed
the same way that day 60 years before,
Jan. 27, 1945, when the Soviet army
clothed in white liberated Auschwitz.
Commemorating the 60th
anniversary of that liberation, survivors
of the prison camp and the relatives of
those who did not survive gathered next
to the former gas chambers. Former
inmates and veterans of the Soviet Army
led a candle-lighting ceremony to
remember those who died. The clatter
of a train culminating in a bone-jamng
stop, followed by the eerie scream of a
train whistle and the sound of a box-car
door being flung open were played over
the loudspeakers, but no train was
present, only the haunting sounds of
these remembrances. In place of those
trains, candles illuminated the infamous
tracks leading to the gas chambers.
Towering over the ruins of the gas

chambers
were
orange
humin?
columns
chambers
were
orange
burning
columns
sending smoke billowing into the snowy
skies at the very spot where thousands
of human beings and burned. At the
close of the ceremony, the columns sent
beams of white light into the sky.
The largest of the Nazi camps,
Auschwitz’s construction began in 1940.
The death camp rapidly grew to 40 sq.
km, and by the time of liberation at least
I. 1 million people were exterminated
there; one million of them Jewish. Of
the 7,000 Nazi guards, only 750 were
prosecuted and punished after World War
II.
Polish President Aleksander
Kwasneiwski and Russian President
Vladimir Putin both addressed the crowd
during the ceremony while German
President Horst Koehler remained silent
to recognize Germany’s responsibility
for the Holocaust. Many of the speakers,
including Putin, acknowledge the
continued existance of anti-semitism in
their countries, and most issued warnings
against a resurrgence of Nazi-like
sentiments in Europe. On a tour with
survivors prior to the ceremony, Koehler
said, “We have the duty to ensure that

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, addressing
addressing
the Knesset, the Israeli Parliament, said
that, “Israel has learned the lesson of
Auschwitz.. .the lesson is we cannot rely
on anyone but ourselves.”
For many survivors it was the first
time returning to the place of their
imprisonment. Some wore dogtags with
their numbers engraved on them but they
all bore the tattoos of their numbers that
the Nazi’s used to replace their names.
According to some survivors, they still
have difficulty using their given names.
For all present, emotions were
overwhelming in facing the product of
human evil that was Auschwitz.
Edmund Burke said, “the only thing
necessary for the triumph of evil is for
good men to do nothing,” and this 60th
anniversary serves as a reminder of that
An aerial view of the 40 sq. km
principle. The Allies of World War II
compound known as Auschwitz.
are still heavily criticized for not
something like this never happens bombing the death camp when they
again—and we Germans in particular.” realized the full extent of Nazi actions
While special ceremonies were held there.
in France and Germany, Israel did not
plan any special commemoration. Israeli Source: BBC
President Moshe Katsav attended the
Polish ceremony at Auschwitz. Israeli
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Iraqi march
for freedom
Despite the much
contested war in
Iraq, the nation’s
first free elections
in over 50 years
are a huge step
for the country
and Middle East.
Kyle Drennen ’07
Commentary Staff

by

Most people, liberal and
conservative, Democrat and Re
publican, can all agree that
President Bush’s decision to go
to war in Iraq
| has been the

WORLD

most contro-

versial move
of his administration. It has
nearly been two years since
U.S. forces first began the drive
to Baghdad in March of 2003.
Since that time, Saddam
Hussein has been removed from
power, thousands of Iraqis have
died in the fighting, the new
government of Iraq gained sov
ereignty, and over 1,400 Ameri
can troops have been killed. In
addition, it is still uncertain ex
actly when U.S. forces will be
gin to leave the war-tom nation.
Despite all the death, de
struction, and uncertainty, on
Sunday the Iraqi people went to
the polls and voted in incredible
numbers. Current estimates
place voter turnout in Iraq at
over 60 percent, slightly higher
than the average turnout in our
own nation. Though terrorists
promised massive attacks
against anyone who went to
vote, the Iraqi people showed
uncommon courage and headed
to the polls in defiance. In real
ity, insurgent forces only at
tempted a handful of attacks in
flicting relatively few casual
ties. As President Bush re
marked in a brief statement on
Sunday, the Iraqi elections have
been a “resounding success.”
Leading up to the elections,
many people in our country and
around the world doubted the
ability of the Iraqi people to
participate in democratic elec
tions in the midst of so much
chaos and insecurity. Criticism
was particularly sharp among
the President’s opponents in the
U.S., who claimed that Iraqis
would turnout in such low num
bers that the legitimacy of the
new government would be cast
in doubt. Thankfully, these pre
dictions were proven wrong by
the determination of the Iraqi
people to bring their nation one
step closer to a brighter future.
When you see this kind of
determination of people willing
to risk their lives just to be able
to cast a ballot you realize how
precious democracy truly is and
how much we take it for

granted. The voter turnout in
our Presidential election was
only slightly over 50 percent
and we did not have terrorists
threatening to blow us up or
behead us if we went to vote.
The fact that the Iraqi people
were able to overcome this kind
of viciousness is truly inspiring.
Of course, the election is
only another step in a long pro
cess toward success in Iraq,
though it is an encouraging one.
The violence will continue and
U.S. forces will have to remain
there in order to ensure stabil
ity as the new Iraqi government
holds a constitutional conven
tion later this year, followed by
another national election in De
cember. However, the fact that
millions of Iraqis are commit
ted to this process will help to
ensure that democracy will take
root.
Following the successful
elections in Afghanistan and
awaiting elections in Palestine,
it now seems more possible than
ever before that the Middle East
may finally be moving toward
freedom. We still have a long
way to go to see if this is the
case, but the potential for suc
cess has never been higher. I
believe that as more people in
the Middle East are given a
stake in government, the more
they will work with each other
to find common ground and
eventually peace.

Though terrorists
promised massive attacks
against anyone who went
to vote, the Iraqi people
showed uncommon
courage and headed to
the polls in defiance. In
reality, insurgent forces
only attempted a handful
of attacks inflicting
relatively few casualties.

This is the driving force be
hind President Bush’s foreign
policy. He believes that as de
mocracy spreads, people will
become more willing to tum
away from violence and instead
work to improve their nation.
The Bush Administration be
lieves in a kind of domino
theory in which if you intro
duce democracy to one nation
in a region, the spirit of democ
racy will spread to nations
throughout that region. In time
perhaps citizens of Syria, Iran,
and Saudi Arabia will see the
freedom of Afghanistan and
Iraq and will begin to demand
it from their own governments.
It all begins with a single step,
one which the Iraqi people have
just made. Now it is the respon
sibility of the U.S. as well as the
rest of the world to help them
along the way.

GTECH builds cultural vacancy
Stephan Delbos ’05
Guest Commentary

by

"Concrete jungle, where is
your love to be found?” Bob
Marley may have been singing
about the hardships of living in
the ghetto of
Trenchtown,
LOCAL
Jamaica, but
his lyrics relate
to a growing problem in most
American cities, including
Providence: Concrete Sprawl.
Unless one labels
materialism as a signet of
American culture—which may
not be too far off the mark—
there is very little character, or
love for that matter, in the blank
facades of the buildings, like
Providence Place Mall, that are
being hastily constructed all
over America. This process
seems to be the outcome of a
determined effort to stomp out
the last of this country’s open
spaces. At this very moment,
plans are being undertaken to
tum a long-vacant lot directly
across from the mall into yet
another huge building—this
time to house GTECH, a global
corporation.
It is bad enough that the
centerpiece of Providence is a
shopping mall, but it is truly
disappointing to see such a

central piece of property given
over to something as un
becoming as another high rise
building. The property is
directly adjacent to Water Place
Park, one of the few things that
developers have done right in
this city. The park is truly a
signature of Providence. Its
winding stone walkways are
replete with seats and benches,
giving people a place to walk
or to sit. Water Place Park is also
home to the well-known Water
Fire events that take place in the
summer. These events are truly
special because they fill a hole
in the social facade of the city
by giving people a chance and
an excuse to congregate in a
public place. This fact is evident
in the way Water Fire’s
advertisers dote on its European
sensibility. They talk about how
rare it is for Americans to
congregate in public, and thus
how important it is for us to
experience.
Given the outstanding
success and popularity of Witter
Place Park and the Water Fire
events, why wouldn’t the city
choose to develop rather than
extend the park? Why not build
something that would be
aesthetically pleasing as well as
good for the population? A park
would provide a place for

people to relax, a place where
children could play, where
young and old could meet and
exchange ideas rather than
waving at each other from their
cars or living room windows.
Sounds strange doesn’t it? It is
a pity that it does.
The fact remains that Am
erica is a country of isolated
individuals. We drive our own
cars to work and very few of us
break bread together anymore.
Wealth provides us with the
“luxury” of not having to deal
with other people, and we feed
off of this isolation by con
vincing ourselves that we are
“individuals” or worse yet,
“self-made men”. It is possible
to live and work in this country
with little or no real connection
to others besides buying and
selling. We need to congregate
more and we need more public
places where we can do so.
This is not a call to hug and
kiss your neighbor, unless of
course, you find it appropriate.
This is simply an observation of
a missed opportunity in a nation
of people who are alienated
from each other. The saddest
part is that the vacant lot will
not be missed. In a year or two,
you won’t even remember what
it looked like. So this is
progress?

PC marches for life with pride
by

Terence Sweeney ’06
Commentary Staff

Two weekends ago while
most Providence College
students enjoyed a weekend of
socializing, school work, and
.snowball

CAMPUS

of 53 students,
one Domin
ican, and one bus driver headed
off to Washington D.C. to
witness to a truth that we all
deeply believe in. We went to
the Capital to tell Congress, the
President, the Supreme Court,
the nation, and the world that
the time has come to end the
scourge that is abortion.
We testified by our numbers
and by our faith that the time
has come for Americans to
fulfill a promise long ago
delivered, that all humans have
a right to life. We marched as
proud extremists and radicals.
We were radicals for life and
extremists for humanity. Rev.
Martin Luther King once wrote
that the question for humanity
was “Will we be extremists for
hate or for love?” We march in
the hope that we are extremists
for love, extremists for life.
We marched because on Jan.
22, 1973, the Supreme Court
ruled that the government could
not restrict the “right” to
abortion because of a woman’s
right to privacy. Since then
approximately 40 million
abortions have occurred and about 1,365,000
abortions
occur annually (www.womenswill.org). This is not a statistic

to us. Each unborn baby
aborted is just that: a baby with
a right to a future. The reason
why the Pro-Life movement is
so adamant and passionate in its
opposition to abortion is
because there are humans
whose lives are being taken
each year.
We did not march just to
protest Roe v. Wade. We
marched to testify to the truth
that all life is valuable, whether
it is a murderer on death row,
an unwanted sick elderly
relation, or an Iraqi family in the
way of American foreign policy.
The march was not only about
reversing Roe V. Wade. It was
about making this nation ProLife—not simply banning
abortion, but creating a culture
that rejects it.
The question is not merely
about a woman’s right to
choose. We do not contest this
right. Humans have the right to
privacy and personal self
determination as long as they do
not harm others. The Pro
Choice movement is predicated
on the idea that there is only one
person with rights in a
pregnancy. It is this fallacy that
has led to so much harm in the
past 32 years.
Abortion is not about just a
woman’s right; it is a matter of
human rights. Within each
pregnant woman there is a
living being. It is not a part of
the woman, for it has its own
DNA entirely separate from the
mother’s. The child is de
pendent on the mother for life,
but it is still a separate being. If

it is a separate being, then it
must be a part of some genus
and species. These babies are
not mere animals, they belong
as independent beings to the
human family. They are
humans and as such deserve a
chance; they deserve life.
Just as Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s March on Washington
was not just about ending
segregation, but about pro
moting peace and love against
hatred and violence, we
marched not just to end abortion
but to promote human life and
dignity. We marched to change
a culture—to shake up a nation
that accepts the deaths of the
innocent, to shake up a nation
that slays its criminals, and to
shake up a nation that is
allowing babies to be killed in
appalling numbers. We wanted
to shake up a nation that has
forgotten that life is a sacred gift
from God and that man has no
right to take it away. We were a
marching testimonial to life and
love.
All of our freedom, our
prosperity, and our progress are
worth nothing if we cannot
protect those whose lives are
most vulnerable. And so two
weekends ago 53 of us left
Providence for a few days to
pray, protest, and proclaim: to
pray for a rebirth of a nation, a
rebirth that will lead to a true
appreciation of life; to protest
an injustice that must be
cleansed in our nation; and to
proclaim our dream that
someday all life will be loved,
protected, and held as sacred.
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Tangents and Tirades
Believe it or not, this week Commentary staffers even
have some nice things to say about PC— almost
unprecedented.
Modern architectural marvels
Today I must sing the praises of Providence
College. Yes, I literally mean sing. I could easily call the new Smith Building the
Eighth Wonder of the World, but you might think I was exaggerating. So I’ll settle
on calling it supercalifragilisticexpealidocious. The choral practice room is
humongous compared to our old room in Siena, and since it was designed specifi
cally for the purpose of housing a chorale, the acoustics were made to be perfect.
The concert hall is even more exciting, with a voluminous balcony from which
angelic melodies will emanate as soon as we have our first concert there. I could go
on! The bathrooms are so nice... But maybe that’s enough. —Leslie Nevola ’06
When snow goes bad
I love it when it snows; everything gets covered in a
beautiful pure white. Sometimes school even gets cancelled, like last week. How
ever after a week, snow can begin to turn against us. It begins to take on a lovely
shade of muddy brown and becomes mixed with salt and dirt that seems to get
everywhere. If I had my way snow would fall enough to cancel school and provide
us with a white Christmas and then it would magically become July. I guess I
shouldn’t complain considering I decided to go to school in Rhode Island.
—Kyle Drennen ’07

Music fans unite This week I had class in Feinstein 210 for the first time ever,
and I found, to my delight, that the desk I was sitting in was covered in song lyrics.
Some of my favorites included lines from Led Zeppelin, Tom Petty, and Jimi Hendrix.
Although I am sure many professors would feel that this distracts students who
should be paying attention in class, I thought it was a tribute to some of the greatest
artists of the 20th century. I, of course, added my own personal touch. So I just
wanted to use this tangent to say hello to all my fellow music lovers and encourage
other students to continue to share their favorite words of wisdom, even in such a
small way. —Caitlin Ford ’05

WWPPD?
Where would we be without the conservative right? Their newest
whipping boy: Sponge Bob Squarepants. This cartoon character, (who is a sponge)
holds hands with his “friend” Patrick (who is a starfish), therefore promoting
homosinuality to America’s impressionable youth. I don’t like to throw around the
phrase “air-tight argument,” but for this, I can make an exception. However, I think
the anti-Adam and Steve’rs out there need to focus their collective energies on an
even more threatening enemy—Punxutawny Phil. Oh, this morally depraved varmint
is doing way more than holding hands. He is the cross dressing captain of the gay
party boat we call Groundhog Day. The day’s licentious festivities are all planned
by a group of 21 men known as “The Inner Circle” who are also responsible for
tending to the animal throughout the year. These circle jerks include: Ron Ploucha—
Big Flake Maker, Steve Means—Dew Dropper, and Butch Philliber, known only as
“The Iceman.” I’m notone to judge, but it sounds like these guys and Richard Gere
probably have a lot to talk about. I know my efforts may be too late this year, but
please, for the good of our country, refrain from blasphemous Groundhog Day
celebration and let us all pray for the souls of those who witnessed the tragedy on
Gobbler’s Nob two days ago. — Chris Ackley ’06
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Rock the vote...trust us
by

Kelly Jones ’07

Treating large problems
with little bandages
by Chris Ackley ’06
Asst. Commentary Editor

Yesterday, S.T.E.P. 1, an organization
promoting healthy living, presented the
documentary Super Size Me as part of
National Eating Disorder Awareness
I Week. In the film, a
volunteer subjects
himself to a one-month
McDonald’s diet, eat
ing three meals a day at the golden
arches. The results are more traumatic
than freezing on the top rung of the
Mayor McCheese slide. However, the
signs promoting the event, which excit
edly advertised free Subway, confused
me. I know that the enormous parachute
like pants from Jared’s past are more than
convincing, but do not be fooled. Sub
way is not good for you.
Although I think they could have cho
sen a more appropriate incentive to draw
potential viewers—perhaps granola, or
tree bark—I am not directly picking on
S.T.E.P. 1. Instead, I ask why many in
our country (the fattest in the world) have
adopted a slightly less disgusting alter
native to McDonalds as the best thing
since the sliced sesame seed bun.
This is just the most recent example
I have found of our tendency to find
simple solutions to complex problems.
Here is another.
This past week, a healthy conversa
tion with friends turned towards our
society’s environmental policies and
how they truly benefit our lives. The
topic of recycling sparked significant
controversy. Most people would agree
that recycling is a positive action and a
step in the right direction. I expect our
administration agrees and would support
one RA who is trying to implement a
campus-wide recycling program. How
ever, we must look beyond the numbers
on the bottom of our plastic milk jugs.
Does our cunent recycling program con
front the larger issues of resource utili
zation, or does it create complacency
in many of our environmental
consciousnesses?
It is great that every week we can put
those blue and red bins out on the curb
and magically our cardboard, aluminum
and glass (the majority of which facili
tated beer drinking) will all disappear
and, most likely, be transformed into
rainbows or sunshine. But this detach
ment from the recycling process makes
it an action of comfort rather than one
of purpose. We rest assured because we
are doing our part, but the fact that our
apartment of four people regularly pro

duces three overflowing bins of
recyclables every week, in addition to
regular trash, is staggering. This intro
duces a larger problem: our country’s
disposable nature.
The recycling system, as we know it,
has not been around for all that long. In
1970, many non-profits started
grassroots recycling projects, populariz
ing the practice. However, despite con
servationist efforts, the per capita discard
rate has risen 25 percent since the mass
implementation of these programs. 45
years ago, the average American dis
carded 916 pounds of waste a year. This
figure has now climbed to 1,115 pounds
per year (ww.epa.gov).
We all learned the three R’s in grade
school, but do they factor in our daily
lives? I was horrified, although not sur
prised, to hear one of my high school
“acquaintances” brag about the fact that
he and his friends do almost no dishes
in their apartment. Their alternative so
lution: using exclusively paper plates and
cups, then tossing them after each meal.
I asked him if he thought that was waste
ful and he replied “At least we aren’t
using plastic.” I just threw up a little in
my mouth and walked away. I have sym
pathy for him though, he played a lot of
helmet sports.
Reducing and reusing have infinite
creative possibilities and are habits that
can shape one’s life. The recycling pro
gram is an institution, a structured ele
ment of one’s routine, just like paying
the gas bill, watching The Simpsons on
Sunday nights, or Legs and Eggs at the
Foxy on Sunday morning. The fact that
they are routine does not mean that they
are not worthwhile, but rather that we
can not be satisfied with the status quo.
In his essay, Preserving Wildness,
Wendell Berry says “To use or not to use
nature is not a choice that is available to
us; we can live only at the expense of
other lives. Our choice has to do with
how and how much to use.” Berry un
derstands there are no easy answers to
this complex problem, but only oppor
tunity. We are constantly taking from
nature in the food we eat, the cars we
drive and the paper you hold in your
hand right now. However, we make the
decision whether this relationship will
be parasitic or symbiotic. It is impossible
to work with the Earth’s intentions in
mind and not benefit yourself as well. I
wish the converse were true. The first
step is realizing there is an issue and then
understanding you can make an impact.
It might take more than saving your beer
cans, but that’s a good start.
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Comeback kids
Former 90s frontmen Chris Cornell and
Scott Weiland find themselves taking
centerstage once again a decade later
by Matt Hess
A7E STAFF

pull up a few favorites.
Seeing those two videos the other day
not only drew a few feelings of sweet
fter overpaying the digital nostalgia, they got me thinking about a
cable company for over five few things. First, I was always one of
months now, I’ve come to those kids that preferred the curious
realize a few certainties: 1.) psychedelia of Soundgarden to the self
At almost any given time, you destructive
can find anthems of Nirvana, and yes,
Macgyver saving the human race with I’ll still take the ballsy bravado of STP
over the morose poetry of Pearl Jam any
duct tape and a pen cap—the mullet
laden hero is inescapable. 2.) ESPN’s re day. For me, the shrill, nasally vocals of
broadcasting of the 2004 ALCS never Chris Cornell and Scott Weiland
gets old. 3.) Marky Mark wears the conspired to form the raspy voice of
sweetest denim jumpsuit I’ve ever seen grunge—they may not have been the
in Boogie Nights. And finally, VH1 most celebrated figures in their genre (a
Classic’s Super 70s is one of the greatest distinction reserved for Kurt Cobain and
programming achievements of all time. Eddie Vedder), but in my humble
Well alright, so maybe it’s not that experience, they were irreplaceable.
Needless to say, I’ve followed the two
great, but where else can you see an
incredibly awkward Van Morrison frontmen loosely for the past decade or
performance, a full video for the Who’s so, sometimes falling out of touch with
“A Quick One While He’s Away,” and a my rock heroes, but never straying
12 minute live version of “Whipping completely. While a quick glance at a rap
Post” with adoptive Allman Brothers sheet will show you how different
Warren Haynes and Derek Trucks? Big Cornell and Weiland can be regarding
personal affairs, you might be surprised
things, man.
While I could easily devote an entire to see how closely their actual careers
article to all the cool crap you can see
on Super 70s (including some old
school Marley shows and
that tiny guitar player from
Styx), I stumble'd upon two
videos the other day that
really surprised me—two
videos that I probably
haven’t seen and you
probably haven’t even
thought about since eighth
grade—Soundgarden’s
“Spoonman” and Stone
Temple Pilots’ “Wicked Garden.”
You might have to
use a little elbow
grease to pry open the
melodies of these two
classics, but I’m sure
you can still remember
the muddy grunge
wave of the early 90s
and how it washed
over many of your musical
tastes back in the day when
flannel ruled and Michael
Jackson was only mildly
oerverted and the full blown
kiddie lover that he is now. Hell,’
I’m sure if you dig deep enough
into your hard drive, you’ll still

A

to mid-nineties. I’ll condense nay
thoughts to discography.
Soundgarden submerged its metal/
hard rock roots deep into the Seattle
underground, and they can be traced
back as far as 1984. By 1991, the grunge
pioneers ascended to platinum heights
with the tumultuous Badtnotorfinger.
STP would follow suit a year later with
their derivative brand of Southern
California-kissed grunge on the multi
platinum debut disc, Core.
The Pilots even earned a few
Grammy nods for their ubiquitous single
“Plush,” and by 1994, Weiland had
another phenomenal album under his
belt (Purple) and a monumental heroin
habit in his bloodstream. Cornell, on the
other hand, spent the mid-nineties
contributing songs to the likes of Alice
Cooper and by 1994, Soundgarden had
released one of the most sophisticated
and alluring rock albums of the past 15
years—Superunknown. The subsequent
Grammy nominations weren’t far
behind.
In 1996, the two bands released their
most experimental albums to date. While
Soundgarden’s Down on the Upside had

beautiful moments of sonic redemption,
the strong singles on STP’s Tiny
Music...were weighed down by their
halfass filler.
The ensuing years would be relatively
quiet for both frontmen. Weiland
continued to slip further into the junk
while slowly putting together his first
solo record, 1998’s god-awful 12 Bar
Blues. Fortunately, Cornell’s stellar
workmanship shone brilliantly on his
solo effort, Euphoria Morning, which
was released in the same year. In fact,
both artists contributed tracks to the
Great Expectations soundtrack from
their respective albums.
After their brief returns to the
spotlight, both frontmen retreated into
the shadows of obscurity for a few more
years, only to make spectacular
comebacks in remarkably similar
manners. In late 2002, Cornell emerged
triumphantly at the helm of Audioslave,
a riff-heavy supergroup anchored by
Rage Against the Machine’s stalwart
instrumentalists. The band’s self-titled
debut was massive, earning it a Grammy
nomination this past year and
rejuvenating Cornell’s career.
Although Weiland is
probably one parking ticket
away from being considered
a legitimate threat to the
American public, he too
returned to form in 2004,
releasing Contraband with his
own supergroup, Velvet
Revolver (which features a few
members of Guns ‘n Roses and
another random dude). Their debut
is also receiving its own Grammy
nods in 2005.
While I may not be the biggest
Audioslave or Velvet Revolver fan
: on the planet (the fact that these two
groups have been so successful
i projects a bleak outlook for any of
you who may be looking forward
to any reunion tours), it’s relieving
to see that two of my favorite
performers are still living the
dream, even if you do have to root for
them on a different team (I don’t think
you’ll be getting that honor, Pedro).
Who knows, maybe with a little luck
(and Weiland keeping out of jail) I’ll
get to see their Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame inductions 10 years from
now.. .on VH1 Classic of course.
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SuperFurry fun
With Songbook: The Singles (Volume 1),
British rockers SuperFurry Animals take their
unique, experimental musical style across the
Atlantic in search of an American audience

Movie
by

Brian Wall ’05
A&E Staff

Admit it-—Super Furry Animals is a
silly name for a band. It sounds like
Troop Beverly Hills
something that a seven year-old would
Directed by Jeff Kanew
come up with for a list of “good things.”
So naturally when I
A hilarious movie about a Beverly
ALBUM
first encountered the
Hills shop-a-holic mother who
REVIEW
band a few years
takes on the role of troop leader
ago, I approached
to her daughter s Girl Scout troop,
with caution. Fortunately, the band
which consists of privileged, rich
boasts an eclectic blend of rock,
girls. The troop learns the
psychedelia, and electronic music that
meaning of friendship, bonding,
puts them on par with the great UK bands
and unity by the end of the movie
of the last 10 years. Furthermore, Super
when they prove themselves to be
Furry Animals hail from Wales and
real wilderness girls and not the
occasionally sing songs in their
spoiled brats everyone assumed.
consonant-laden native tongues.
Considering all of these elements, the
name represents their bizarre artistic
perspective rather than a juvenile
demeanor.
Songbook collects 21 singles from the
band’s six albums (one of which is in
Welsh) and numerous EPs. These songs
Music
are as good, if not better, than the bulk
of late-90s Brit-Pop that dominated the
charts over the last 10 years. While the
band has a modestly large following in
Europe, they are largely unknown across
the Atlantic. This anonymity in the
Newsies Soundtrack
States makes Songbook an essential
Disney
introduction to one of the most quirkily
endearing bands.
I had to represent that Disney
Rather than use a chronological
lover side of me. This soundtrack
approach, Songbook is more like a
features upbeat songs, powerful
proper album in its structure than a
lyrics, and energetic’instrumental
retrospective album. A career-hoping
accompaniment to the movie
sequence like this only works when the
Newsies, a musical about the
band’s catalogue is strong from
efforts to regulate child labor
beginning to end. The opening track
during the industrial age. An
“Something 4 the Weekend,” doesn’t which songs are older than others
amazing soundtrack for any
waste any time as its opening stomp without looking into the liner notes.
Newsies fan. P.S. You have to
quickly launches into a bright chorus on While there are numerous high points,
love the newspaper boys'
the strength of frontman Gruff Rhys’s the rest of the collection certainly isn’t
Brooklyn accents.
melodic falsetto. Each single finds the filler.
band incorporating different styles into
I hesitate to make this comparison,
its melodic song structure. “Northern but at least aesthetically Super Furry
Lights” sounds like Super Furry Animals Animals and The Flaming Lips make for
borrowed a Caribbean band for an an interesting comparison. While both
afternoon recording session while “God! groups share affinity for eclectic and
Show Me Magic” sounds like The experimental compositions, as well as
Book
space aliens, the groups are certainly
Replacements’ rowdy power-pop.
Unlike other experimental bands, different. While The Flaming Lips look
Super Furry Animals always make more towards progressive rock’s grand
melody their chief concern. Whether
Rhys sings through a vocoder in the Burt
Bacharach inspired “Juxtapozed with U
The Secret Life of Bees
or channels the bravado of rock and roll
by Sue Monk Kidd
in “Do or Die,” he always sings in a
highly melodic style that rises to the top
This novel is set in the Deep South
of the dense backgrounds. Lyrically, the
singles are diverse. At some points, like
during racially strained times and
in the homage to growing old in “It’s Not
the Civil Rights Movement. Lily
the End of the World” or the amusing
Owen, an adolescent white girl,
“Ice Hockey Hair,” the lyrics are light
escapes her motherless home life,
and playful. However, the band is often
by running away from her bitter
insightful and poignant, as it offers a plea
father, a man she cannot even call
for unity in “Demons” and offers
"Dad." Rosaleen, her black
defiance in “The Man Don’t Give...”
nanny, is the only means of love
in Lily's life. The two run away to
Even when the band ascends its soapbox
a house in a bordering state, run
the songs are still melodic and gorgeous.
by three beekeeper sisters who
There isn’t a single weak track on
knew Lily's mother before her
Songbook; even though I can’t
tragic death. As the story unfolds,
understand them, the two songs in Welsh
Lily learns the true story about her
are highly enjoyable. While Songbook
mothers
life,
and
more
doesn’t contain any newly recorded
importantly, the meaning of a
material, it does include several non
loving home, despite racial
album singles. Old material and songs
differences.
from the band’s most recent album,
Phantom Power, mingle together so well
that it is almost impossible to discern

arrangements, Super Furry Animals are
more like a cartoonish Paul McCartney
with an assortment of modern musical
technology. Songbook accomplishes two
distinct goals for the band. First, it serves
as an excellent introduction to a
frequently
overlooked
band.
Furthermore, it aims to capture a wider
audience as the band labors away on its
next album that will hopefully continue
with its brand of extravagantly beautiful
weirdness.
GRADE: B+

"Do you feel lucky,
punk?"
- Clint East wood as Dirty Harry

Send your favorite movie
quotes to A&E at
theco wl @ providence.edu...
we’ll make it worth your
while.
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with Stephanie A. Smith ’06
A&E Editor
of thing—I like it, so actually, it was
great). Our waiter asked us frequently if
we needed anything else and brought
over my martini mere seconds after I
ordered it. And, once we looked at the
wine list, a member of the waitstafff
(who was not our waiter) ran over to us
in fear that we would not get our wine
the minute we wanted it. It was fantas
tic. Our reservations were for 6 p.m., and
so when we arrived, there were not that
many people there. Our early arrival may
have had something to do with the phe
nomenal service, but then again, we
stayed until 10 p.m. when the restaurant
was packed.

Capriccio
2 Pine St.
Providence, RI
(401) 421-1320

I think I may be the best-fed girl in
all of Providence. And I also think that
Capriccio is probably the best restaurant
in Providence. I had the pleasure of vis
iting this fine establishment last Friday
night. Honestly, I would not have
changed anything about the experience.
The old world feel, the almost frighten
ingly attentive service, and the unspeak
ably delicious food all add up to a din
ing experience that I swear you will not
regret, or stop talking about for months.
One warning, though: you are going to
drop some serious cash if you choose
Capriccio for your dining needs. That
said, with Parents’ Weekend creeping
closer and closer, perhaps this is your
chance to eat truly a great restaurant (es
pecially if you normally only eat at
Ray...I am lucky enough to have a stove,
but anyway, I digress).
Atmosphere: After handing the keys to
the friendly valet, we walked through the
door into a dark, ornately decorated foyer
and then up to the coat check. The coat
room attendant called me “ma’am,” and
I knew I was in for a good night. We were
then escorted into the dining room,
which was also dark, and the host pulled
out my chair for me. The table was sur
rounded by brick walls and impression
ist paintings. There were no windows—
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the last glimmers of daylight could not
sneak in and as a result, the room had a
very romantic ambiance.

Selection: Capriccio serves Italian cui
sine (my favorite) and has pretty much
anything you could dream up in this cat
egory. They have traditional pasta dishes,
including entrees that include pasta with
shrimp or lobster or dishes that incorpo
rate pasta with an assortment of cheeses
like smoked mozzarella and gorganzola.
The seafood is impressivley extensive
and features everything from lobster to
sea bass to scallops. The steak and pork
entrees are also creative, seasoned with
extras like peppercorns and juniper ber
ries.

Quality: There are a lot of Italian res-

taurants in this city, in fact that’s all that
Atwells Avenue is. Capriccio is down
town and so you might overlook it, but
listen, you will not have a better Italian
meal than at this restaurant. We had
calamari and stuffed artichokes as an
appetizer, and I had to literally hold
myself back from filling up on those. I
had Capellini Cardinale.(angel hair and
lobster in a pink sauce) and it was deli
cious and beautiful—the lobster tail was
sitting daintily on top of the angel hair
when I got it. Even my tomato and moz
zarella side salad was amazing.

Service: From the moment that you en
ter, you are treated like you matter. The
“ma’ams” and “sirs” abound, almost to
the point of discomfort (if you are one
of those people who doesn’t like that sort

Affordability: OK, the down side. We
all knew that this sounded too good to
be true. Capriccio is very expensive. The
appetizers are around $15, although the
caviar is $55.50. The pasta dishes run
about $25 and the steak, pork, chicken,
and veal entrees are around $30. Add in
a nice bottle of wine and you are look
ing at a steep bill. But, you get what you
pay for.

Overall: I thoroughly enjoyed my din
ner at Capriccio. The great service and
elegant atmosphere really makes it head
and shoulders above the competition. 1
still haven’t stopped telling people about
my great dinner and my roommates love
me just a little more now because I
brought home leftovers for them.
GRADE: A+

Beware of Child
Robert DeNiro and Dakota Fanning star in Hide and Seek,
a conventional horror movie that pulls off a few good scares
by Deanna

Cioppa ’07
A&E Staff

If there is one thing we as Americans
can agree on it’s that small children are
very creepy. There’s a reason I cross
myself when I pass an elementary
school. And in John
MOVIE
Polson’s Hide and
REVIEW
Seek, my point is
proven again and
again. The scariest aspect of this film,
besides Dakota Fanning’s salary, is the
eerie child star herself. As typical a
plotline as the movie follows, it works
as a vehicle for its pintsize star.
The film follows a New York City
psychologist, David Callaway (played
by Robert De Niro) and his daughter
Emily (Fanning) as they try to piece their
lives together in upstate New York after
the suicide of David’s wife. Soon after
they move into their sufficiently isolated
new digs, a withdrawn and grieving
Emily begins to spend more and more
time with an imaginary friend, Charlie.
Things start to go mysteriously, and
sometimes tragically, awry; Emily
blames all the mishaps on Charlie.
David becomes more and more desperate
in his quest to find out what is really
behind the appearance of Charlie and
torn between honor at his daughter’s
suspicious behavior and his concern for
her own safety. Famke Janssen costars
as Emily’s doctor, and Elizabeth Shue
has a supporting role as David’s new love
interest.
First thing’s first. Let me just get this
off my chest. Robert De Niro. Bobby,
baby. I love you. And yes, you work

well in thrillers, for example, Cape Fear,
one of the creepiest psychological
thrillers I have ever seen. But horror
flicks? I’m sorry, Mr. De Niro. It’s just
not convincing. You don’t fit. Your
horror is too standard, too “gaping mouth
and wide eyes” for me. If I see you
scared, I want it to be because you’ve
got four wise guys in a Denali with bike
chains after you. And even then, a light
sweat would be almost overkill. The
same goes for your performance at the
end of the movie, which I won’t give
away, but which I will say was too
ordinary. It breaks my heart to have to
tell you this, Bobby D., but it’s all out of
love.
Moving on, what about Miss
Fanning? I have to give her credit for a
very convincing performance. I
expected the dyed brown hair she sports
for the film to be the scariest part of her
act, but she really has the disturbing
hollow-cheeked, glassy-eyed, monotone
thing down. At the same time, she is
smart enough to not let this be the end of
the character. She tempers the eerily
calm, all too knowing exterior with
enough innocence so that, like her father,
the audience member is tom between
feeling horrified and pitying her,
especially when she is faced with a father
who does not believe her. And when
Emily begins to lose her control of
Charlie and the trust of her father, her
anxiety infects the audience. I would
have liked to see what she could have
done with a script that was a little less
typical.
This of course, brings me to the plot
itself. As much as I glory in my ability

You are one creepy little girl: Dakota Fanning (left) stars alongside screen
legend Robert DeNiro (right) in director John Polson’s somewhat cliched,
yet often scary thriller, Hide and Seek.
to call the plot twists of most movies (to
the chagrin and apparent annoyance of
friends and family), I admit, I did not
see this one coming. Polson does an
admirable job of keeping the audience
guessing as to who exactly Charlie is,
with a standard dose of creaking doors,
dark basements, and bumps in the night.
The plot twist, and Charlie’s identity,
comes out of left field, though, with not
enough foundation in the movie to make
it very valid. And once Charlie is
revealed, you’ll feel vaguely sheepish,
as I did, that you did not see it coming,
only because it is one of the more

popular twists used in horror movies and
thrillers today. After the twist, there is
about 25 minutes of resolution, which is
about as ordinary as can be imagined and
highly predictable. Even the small
question left at the very end is a cheap
shot aimed at the sub-intelligentsia of the
audience, at least in the opinion of this
member of the super-intelligentsia.
Overall, there are enough startling
moments to keep cheap thrill-seekers
happy, and I think that Fanning’s
performance is worth viewing. I know
my days of babysitting are over.
GRADE: B
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Leave this one Alone
Christian Slater and Tara Reid kiss their careers
goodbye with the dreadful Alone in the Dark
by

James McGehee ’08
A&E Staff

Alone in the Dark is an appropriate
title for the first film I ever saw alone in
a dark theatre. It’s a good thing I saw
this disaster alone, because if I had asked
a friend along, I
SHORT
would have been
TAKE
dreadfully embar
rassed. Most of the
January-February movie fare is as
tempting as Ray’s selection of stale
cookies on the weekend. With the Oscar
buzz high, studios feel the hype over the
Best Picture nominations will drown out
any talk of these duds. Hollywood may
even make a few million dollars off these
disgraces without drawing criticism that At least we’re good looking: Christian Slater (left) and Tara Reid (right) star in director Uwe Boll’s abysmal Alone in
the Dark. You know you’re in for something truly awful when Reid is playing someone with a brain.
90 percent of movies released in January
or February are not worth two dollars, is no longer just the American Pie girl, a transvestite), there is nothing funny of machine gun fire in Alone in the Dark
let alone nine or 10. That said, Alone in Reid adds a rough edge to her voice, only about Boll. I was astounded to discover gave me a headache. They should have
the Dark barely qualifies as one of these to sound like she suffers from that this man, who has his characters cut the movie down to 30 seconds, and
duds, because it is hardly a movie.
emphysema. Her acting also suggests she spout the cliche lines “It’s happening aired it during the Super Bowl as a live
The plot, if you insist. Well, there is is smoking something, and I am not again” and “Some doors were never action Halo 2 commercial.
no plot, but rather an incomprehensible talking about nicotine addiction.
meant to be opened” actually has a Ph.D.
Does Alone in the Dark have any
premise based on an Atari video game.
Thrown into the mix is a mad in literature.
redeeming qualities? Aside from
Christian Slater plays Edward Camby, a scientist, a team of paranormal
Alone in the Dark is one of the two instilling aspiring filmmakers with hope
paranormal investigator trying to solve investigators under the title “713,” worst movies I have seen in my life. The and confidence, no. If I had the time, I
a mystery. During Camby’s youth, he zombies, and half-invisible creatures. other is a film adaptation of Antigone our would definitely stand outside the
and 18 other orphans were abducted The filmmakers feel these elements tie English class viewed last year. That Providence Place Cinema and picket this
from a home for a brief time. Camby together; the audience may not share horror consisted of five spoken words, a garbage. This is film at its absolute
possesses little recollection of that fateful their perspective.
nails-on-the-chalkboard score, and a worst—the Citizen Kane of poor
night. Tara Reid plays Carnby’s
Director Uwe Boll is on the same bunch of females licking each other. You filmmaking, folks. A sin against the art,
girlfriend/ex-girlfriend, a museum level as Ed Wood, a man voted Worst can always identify the worst movies, Alone in the Dark will be damned to the
archaeologist specializing in Abskani Director of All-Time by a critical survey. because they are literally painful to sit ninth circle of Dante’s inferno, where it
artifacts. Reid as a scientist—yeah, But while Wood and his monster movies through. The obnoxious, ear-splitting will spend eternity frozen in black
that’s believable. Attempting to show she were laughable (come on, the man was noises (meant to scare) and the flashing solitude. GRADE: F
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Parachuting Army Men on a mission
by

Caitlin Murphy ’06
Portfolio Staff

We try not to go into the
CVS more than we have to. All
mixed up with the cotton swabs
and the 99 cent cards and the
broken-open
SHORT I shampoos are
STORY | more memories
of high school
than we’d like to bear. Over
there are the chocolates that I
bought every day after school,
eating three at a time. Over
there are the gaudy pieces of
costume jewelry we paraded
around the store in, sometimes
walking out with a few still on
our wrists or around our necks.
Over there are the cards written
in Spanish congratulating the
reader on their first child, or
new job, which we bought for
each other on our birthdays.
Over there is what we avoid
the most, the memory that the
parts of this world we’d like to
remember fondly are already
gone. She is a constant re-realization that not only are we
swiftly approaching adulthood,
but that our hometown is no
longer a sanctuary. Miranda
holds her elbows in the cups of
her palms while she waits for
the next customer. When her
gaze settles on us, her face
breaks into a smile, and she
waves us to the side. She asks
us everything. How are the par
ties? How are classes? What’s
it like? College must be great.
Then, the part that is more
dreaded than die awkward an
swering of the formal questions.
I try to stare only at her lami
nated badge during this part, fo
cusing on the Times New Ro
man font 24 telling me, “Hello.
How may I help you today? My
name is: Miranda.” She tells us
what is happening. What’s
shaking. What’s been going
down. She gestures outside.
“After all of the stores shut
down in the shopping area,
more kids started hanging out
there. Since it’s right next to the

high school, it brought all the
dealers right here. The cops, too.
Last week, two more kids in the
hospital.”
Miranda says this in the way we
used to, looking down at the
chipped green polish on her fin
gernails.
“It kinda sucks. But, you
know, we’re so used to it now.”
I try to think, “Look at the great
slope of the question mark on
her badop. I kept going. If I
made it to the next class before
the bell, I’d get 100 percent par
ticipation, I’d hear all the lec
tures, I’d be able to take all the
right notes to get the best grades
to put on my college applica
tions to then put in the mailbox,
for the admissions to review and
accept. If I didn’t think too
much about the look on his face
or the rest of the students
streaming past, hurrying on, if
I just thought about great fonts
like Times New Roman, I could
just make my necessary CVS
purchases and leave.
But Miranda wanted to tell
more stories: a teacher arrested,
another suspended, this many
girls pregnant, this number of
drop-outs. School closed this
amount of days because of
bomb threats, gang wars, or
snow days. I shift my gaze to
the non-intricate, factory-em
broidered CVS logo on
Miranda’s shirt. But, as much
as the perfect stitches hold my
attention, they cannot stop me
from thinking back again, to the
first snow day of my senior year.
I was tired, and I was looking
out the slates of the Venetian
blinds at the two little girls
across the street. They were
bundled in winter clothes and
making a snowman. As I turned
around, I heard one of them
scream. I bent the Venetian blind
down to get a better look, and
saw one was stuck in their
fence, crying. I turned away
again, thinking, “Their only
problem in this world is that one
is stuck in a fence.”
I suddenly realize that they

HELP
WANTED
by

Katie Hughes ’06
Portfolio Staff

From across the room you see her.
She is the girl who cannot dance. You
are so embarrassed for her as she wiggles
and squirms her way along with the
music, that your own face
begins to fluster. Oddly
ESSAY enough, she seems to be en
joying herself and having a
splendid time.
As you continue to look at the girl
from across the room, you realize that
in fact there is no girl across the room.
There is only ceiling to floor glass,
which serves as a minor. You have been
watching yourself dance for the past 30
seconds. And you are terrible.
This happened to me a couple of
nights ago. Many people who find them-
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will soon be entering the high
school, and I wonder which sta
tistic they will be part of. Or, are
already part of. Miranda tells us
that the middle school’s admin
istration changed hands again.
The last principal had a nervous
breakdown. Miranda tells us
horror stories from the middle
school, at which point I tell her
that we have to get going.
Miranda scrunches her curls in
her hand and gets back behind
her register.
I push our purchase toward
her, and she says, “What’s it re
ally like?” I want to say, “It
doesn’t really even matter,” but
instead I say, “It’s wonderful.
You wouldn’t even believe.”
She takes my CVS card with a
look of bliss.
The highway to the mall is
packed and we are silent. I take
the small green army men out
of their packages, stamped with
the CVS brand. I take the scissors out of my bag, cut up a few

Not

pieces of white string, and pass
them around in the car. We tie
the string to the army men, and
then onto the corners of opened
napkins. I ask the driver to play
the songs we used to sing along
to a few years ago. When we
sing along, and play air-drums,
we feel much better, and try to
experiment with the army men
and their parachutes in the few
ceiling feet that hover above us.
Inside the mall, it is near
closing time. The stores are
barred and dark, or a few em
ployees mingle inside. We
climb the escalators two steps
at a time, and reach the fourth
floor. Here, we hover the army
men in our fingers, holding
them out over the four-story
drop down the center of the
mall.
The army men are pointing
rifles, or throwing grenades, or
are flat-bellied, inching up to in
visible trenches. With one
thrust, we throw the army men

out. They stop short in the air,
and then begin to fall. We watch
them fall and fall, straight down
past GAP and Aeropostle and
FYE.
They are floating and falling
at the same time, and they look
gorgeous to us. For four stories,
they perform an air ballet. Then,
they collapse in a heap of white
on the tiled floor very far below.
As could have been pre
dicted, security catches onto
what is being done. A chase
scene follows, during which I
say, “Is this all we have left?
Acting like mall rats?” Heav
ing from running, you say, “It
certainly seems like it.” Reach
ing the parking lot, after hot
pursuit, we go speeding off into
the night. We are left thinking
of Miranda, just like she is left
thinking of us every day, hold
ing onto what we represent.
We throw the extra army
men out of the window, to be
flattened by other cars on the
highway. I am left wishing I
could ignore CVS’ existence,
and that I could be an army man,
floating nice and easy down to
the ground. “It’s not quite
right,” I say, “that we come back
here and act like nothing is
wrong. That it is just our play
ground, like it used to be.” You
say, “Unfortunately, it’s not ours
to change anymore.”
And I realize why I have felt
so uncomfortable, like an in
vader in this old, changing
hometown. It is because you are
completely correct. These con
cerns are not immediately ours
anymore, but Miranda’s.
And as much as we would
like to lend a hand or an idea,
we are just passing visitors. I
sing along to these old songs
with you, and realize how simi
lar I am to the floating army
men, stuck in beautiful, blissful
suspension between a dissolved
past and an unformed future. I
begin a steady prayer that soon
I learn new songs to sing along
to.

so common person

SEEKS HELP!!

Caught keeping
SELF-ABSORPTION AT BAY

bottles. Somehow an alcoholic beverage
seems to serve as a security blanket.
When people look at you “dancing” they
can rest assured that you are under the
influence, and it serves as an excuse for
your bizarre flailing. This sort of logic
makes for poor judgment calls and an
overall alcohol dependency. Self-con
sciousness may or may not give rise to
alcoholism.
For a split second I become self-con
scious and stop “dancing.” There must
be at least 40 other people in the room,
and clearly they are as absorbed in my
“dancing” skills as I am. That was a joke.
The reality is that people are absorbed
in themselves far too much to consider
other people as topics of thought. I am
proof of that.
People often take themselves too se
riously. I know I do. While “dancing,” I

watching me. They have got to be think
ing that because I don’t dance like (in
sert popular music/dance personality —
who work hours with choreographers to
get their “moves” right—here) then I
have no right to move in their general
direction. While maybe I am right in that
one or two people are looking at me won
dering if I am going into anaphylactic
shock, I’m wrong in that everyone’s eyes
are glued to me. That’s pretty snobbish
of me to think.
The music plays on, I decide to take
the quotation marks away from my danc
ing, and I let loose. How many precious
minutes of enjoyment time do we waste
worrying what other people are think
ing? In the grand scheme of things there
are two types of people: those who like
you and those who think you are going
into anaphylactic shock. If they choose

GOOGLE.COM

like, how you dance, or how you occa
sionally like to wear your hair in a side
ponytail, then honestly you’re not miss
ing out on anything important.
But they are. You are deciding to be
yourself, not a Xerox copy. The funny
thing about photocopies is that when you
continue to make copies from other cop
ies, the end results progressively fade
from the original. You are left with a
fuzzy, pixilated, and unintelligible ver
sion of something that might have been
interesting at one point, but now re
sembles the after effects of a shaken
Etch-a-Sketch. And that is just sad. I
refuse to be pixilated. There—I said it!
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Poetry Corner
Tongue-of-War
Chris Fahey ’05
Portfolio Staff

by

As I opened the painters’ room to the wind.
The sweat that wept along the acrylic and oil
Walls-skins ceased...
And student singers began to blow a breeze
Of enduring notes that made me clear my own throat
For a sing-along softly sung next door.
Notes hit hard and high and my adolescence
Took possession of the sky
As the harmonies barreled upon the air,
Each note, a grain in the loaf of sound,
Folded, one over the other
As they softened and fused
Like clumps of stale dough.
The youth-seeped tune dripped its bowels
With every note I stretched to sing,
And though my canvas filled with grays,
I sung my colors over to my neighbor’s stage.
My one voice added to the music
A frequency over which my words could pass,
As though the weather blew a feather in my ear
And tickled syllables from my tongue.
A cloud suddenly cornered the music
And lifted the strings of my voice.
I closed my eyes and spilled my colored dyes onto the ground.
And permitted more chords to resound.
I sang and I sang, and gripped to sing much more
But my tongue-of-war pulled me outdoors,
And I sang to the chorus with more love
Than I could brush into a face,
The blues that dressed my own:
“There goes a song with a beat just like this,
But it’s been a little too high for me ever to reach.”

Paint the Sky
by Erin Kelly ’06
Portfolio Staff

From a barge in the distance, the frenzy begins
Only the strongest will survive to paint the sky
in glistening golds and greens, a palette fit for Monet
Time to perfection, set free by faceless workers
in the humid holiday night.

Hissing like snakes, they slither past stars,
spilling light on gaping faces, waiting faces.
Drooping like chrysanthemums,—
ooh those are my favorite...
their dusty trails sink into the sea.
For this instant, all look to foe heavens, stopped.
The brooms drown out applause on the shore.
When the show is over the contented crowd will turn.
their backs
on a sighing sky.

Grime Time Cafe

Sunset
by

Stephan Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

There is poetry in every sunset
Breathing light, incarnadine.
And in the lovers embraced,
In foe glow of the streetlamps
Awakening, one at a time.

Portfolio
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Sampling Cultures from Europe
Paris, a Heart of Light
by

Stephan Delbos ’05
Portfolio Staff

Paris is also known as the
city of light. At night there is
one light that shines brighter
than the rest. It is even brighter
than the glassy
eyes of the men
TRAVEL drinking fresh red
wine on the street
corner benches. The Eiffel
Tower is this light, and it stands
like a bolt of lightening
climbing from the ground into
the night sky.
I ascended the stairs from
the subway and emerged onto a
street filled with vendors. The
smell of fresh bread wafted
through the air, reminding me
how long it had been since I’d
eaten a real meal.
I was drawn to this
neighborhood not for the food,
but by the beckoning call of that
tower of light. I knew that it was
close by; the night air was
illuminated with a strange
phosphorescence that seemed to
visually represent the excited
energy I felt in my stomach—
the energy of the city of Paris.
Paris is always refined, even
when it is at its worst. I heard
drunken men on subways
stumbling and sounding like
princes with every word they
spoke of their beautiful
language. Paris! The home of
Rimbaud and Baudelaire, the
Decadent Poets of the 17th
century, rising out of the gutter
only long enough to take
another shot of Absinthe and
pen a few breathtaking lines.

Paris has been many things, but
it has always had an energy that
is all its own, and like the air on
the first days of spring, you can
smell and feel its inspirations.

Satisfied with my efforts,
I turned around and
walked off, perhaps
swaggering a bit as I
wandered below the
street-lamps, looking for
the heart of Paris, and
anxious to make my
introduction.
I turned the comer and there
it was: the Eiffel tower spread
upwards before me, larger than
I had ever imagined it would be.
I walked in a daze through the
gardens that surround the tower.
The scene was surreal and I
was half-drunk just from being
there. I walked with my head
held high, bathing my face in
the white light of the tower.
Two girls were sitting on a
bench, and when I heard them
speaking English, I sat near
them, just to hear and under
stand my native language.
It seemed like it had been
years since I had heard a
conversation in English. I sat
wondering if I should speak to
them. Finally I approached and
struck up a conversation. They
were Americans studying in
Paris and leaving the next day
for home.
We laughed about the fact
that they were sitting beneath

the tower for what was to be the
last time, while I was there for
the first time. I would love to
say that we went out for a night
on the town, that they showed
me all the best spots of Paris and
that we stayed out until sunrise,
when I accompanied them to the
airport and left them in tears,
promising to meet them on the
same day, on the same bench
beneath the Eiffel Tower, 20
years hence.
As it was, we talked for a few
minutes and I went wandering,
wide-eyed into the Paris night,
leaving them to giggle and sigh
away their last night in the
beautiful city.
I had known many American
girls just like them, but Paris
was a mysterious woman with
whom I had not yet had the
pleasure.
I cleared my throat and
checked myself in the reflection
of a storefront window, slicking
my hair back in the breeze of
fresh bread, wine, and cheese.
I was trying to wipe off three
weeks of travelling, three weeks
of sleeping on trains and
beneath trees. I felt like dirty
old Cinderella, suddenly in the
midst of a grand ball with
nothing to wear.
I had left my Fairy God
Mother back in the United
States. Satisfied with my efforts,
I turned around and walked off,
perhaps swaggering a bit as I
wandered below the street
lamps, looking for the heart of
Paris, and anxious to make my
introduction.

Una noche en Sevilla
by

Kristina Reardon ’08
Portfolio Staff

She always wondered what
Sevilla was like. When she was
younger, she could remember
her mother sitting her down at
the kitchen table
SHORT and telling her to
STORY j roll her Rrrrr’s.
If she didn’t,
Mother had said, she would
never be able to learn Spanish.
Rolled R’s and the dim light
fading on her childhood grew
darker in her memory now as
she packed the last of her
mother’s possessions into the
harsh comers of the cardboard
boxes she had collected from
the local grocery store that
morning. If she were younger,
she would have wondered
where her mother had gone.
Now, she could speculate but
that was no longer necessary.
Mariana knew where her
mother was: in Espana.
Once, just once, Mariana
had gone with her mother to the
country that was not the
birthright of mother or daughter.
But Mother had taken her to
Granada to see the Alhambra,
the Arab palace, against the
sunset. She could remember the
gypsy dancers on the street
corners, with their sons and
lovers beating the jarring
rhythm of flamenco. Only her

ERIN KELLY ’06/The Cow!

mother would not have thought
it so. Her mother thought all
things Spanish were beautiful.
Perhaps that was the
problem—her mother could see
only beauty in Spain and only
disgust in America. It was the
cultural tie that didn’t belong to
her.
Mariana could remember
her father screaming before he
left: “Their own people have
problems, Grace! You don’t
need to borrow them!” But
borrow them she did, and let
them go she did not.

Within the comer of the box,
Mariana had tucked the last
remnant of Sevilla her mother
had: photographs. Sure, trinkets
and treasures could bring back
memories, but it was the photos
that brought back life. And in
every photo was the face of that
dark man, the man of her
summers spent abroad. It was
the man that showed her Spain
and showed her love.
Mariana did not know how,
but she knew instinctively her
mother had left for Sevilla that
morning and that she would not
be coming back. She would
receive a phone call later that
night, she imagined, and her
mother’s voice would be heavy
with jet-lag. No explanation
would be offered, no remorse.
There would simply be a
statement: “I’m in Sevilla. You
know my cell phone number if
you need me.”
Perhaps the dark-faced man
still lived there, perhaps not.
Perhaps the city was readying
for the glory of the Semana
Santa, the celebration of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Perhaps
her mother would return next
week, perhaps she would return
in a year.
But Mariana packed the
boxes anyway. Her mother
might never find what she was
looking for, but Mariana had.

Roving Photographers
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How do you plan on spending
Superbowl Sunday?

Meaghan Keane ’07
“Working at the box office, then partying.”

Marianne Corbishley ’05
“Doing economics because the Bills are
out this year.”

Joan Fagan ’07 and Jen Paulson ’07
“Intoxicated.”

Dierdre Duffy ’08
“Rooting for the Eagles!”

Troy Quinn ’05
“Seeing the Patriots win.”

Jim Kelly and Dan Marino

“Dreaming of what could have been.”
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Karen Thatcher

Pat Moulton

Women’s Ice Hockey
Junior — Douglas, Mass.
Thatcher, was named Hockey East Player of the Week,
as well as for the month of January, this week. She also
reached her 100-point career mark this weekend, as she
posted two goals on Saturday and one assist on Sun
day, both against New Hampshire.

Men’s Indoor Track
Senior— Pelham, N.H.
Moulton provisionally qualified for the NCAA
Tournament with his performance in the 5,000-meter
race this past weekend at the Terrier Classic. He
finished third in the race with a time of 14:11.94,
which marked a personal best for Moulton.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 1/28
Men’s and Women’s Track at Terrier Classic
Saturday 1/29
Men’s Swimming and Diving at St. Michael’s
Women’s Swimming and Diving at Vermont
Women’s Hockey vs. New Hampshire
Men’s Hockey at Boston University
Men’s and Women’s Track at Terrier Classic
Women’s Basketball vs. Georgetown
Men’s Basketball vs. West Virginia
Sunday 1/30
Women’s Hockey at New Hampshire
Women’s Tennis at Winter Doubles Festival

Monday 1/31
Men’s Basketball at Pittsburgh
Wednesday 2/2
Men’s Basketball vs. Virginia
Women’s Basketball at St. John’s

Ind. Res.

Friday 2/4
Men’s Hockey vs. Boston College

7:00 p.m.

W, 142-97
L,172-128
W, 5-1
L, 3-2
Ind. Res.
L, 87-30
L, 82-78

Saturday 2/5
Women’s Swimming and Diving at Sacred Heart
Women’s Hockey vs. Maine
Men’s Hockey at UMass-Lowell
Men’s Indoor Track at BU Quad Meet
Women’s Basketball vs. UConn*
Men’s Basketball at Villanova
Women’s Tennis vs. Rutgers (at Tennis RI)

1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
TBA
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sunday 2/6
Women’s Hockey vs. Maine

2:00 p.m.

Tuesday 2/8
Women’s Track at Terrier Classic

TBA

Wednesday 2/9
Women’s Basketball vs. Notre Dame
Men’s Basketball at West Virginia

7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

L, 2-1
Indv. Res.

L, 86-66

W, 98-79
L, 93-40

*at Dunkin Donuts Center

Standings
Providence College Men’s Basketball
All-Time Scoring List (2/3)
Rank

Team

Pts.

1.
2.
3.

Jimmy Walker
Eric Murdock
Jamel Thomas

2045
2021
1971

4.

RYAN GOMES

1889

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Marvin Barnes
Joe Hassett
Bruce Campbell
Ernie DiGregorio
Otis Thorpe
Austin Croshere

1839
1828
1809
1760
1625
1523

USCHO.com Women’s Hockey East Standings (2/1)
Hockey East

Overall

Team
W
New Hampshire 8

L

I

Pts.

L

I

1

2

16

4

4

PROVIDENCE 8

1

1

18
17

13

7

4

12

3

5

2

8

7

3

Connecticut

4

4

2

10

8

10

6

Boston College

2

7

2

6

6

14

3

Northeastern

2

9

1

5

3

18

2

Maine
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SportShorts
Ml the news we couldn't ntinJiut dill.
Women’s Basketball
The Friars fell to Georgetown Jan. 29,
dropping to 2-17 on the season.
Providence was defeated on its home
court by a score of 87-30 by the Hoyas.
Georgetown dominated the game,
racking up a 20-point lead in the first
eight minutes of play. Although the
Friars tried to respond, they were unable
to keep up the pace. Georgetown went
on another scoring run and went into
halftime with a 40-18 lead.
PC did not fare well in the second half
either, as Georgetown continued to score
with ease. The Hoyas outscored the
Friars 47-12 and held Providence’s
shooting to a mere 10 percent. Overall,
the Friars shot under 20 percent for the
game, while Georgetown shot 55 percent
from the field.
Sophomore Shauna Snyder led the
Friars with 13 points, and sophomore Jill
Furstenburg added, with nine points.
Women’s Tennis
The Providence College Women’s
Tennis team kicked off its spring season
on Jan. 30, as it participated in the
Albany Doubles Festival in New York.
PC faced Marist, Niagara, and Siena and
finished with five wins, five losses and
two games that were not finished. Also,
the Friars were undefeated in flight three
action.
Top Friar seed,junior Sara Bitetti and
senior Lindsey Christensen met their
match in flight one competition, as
Niagara and Siena defeated them. In

flight two action senior Nicole Rodger
and classmate Molly Gilbride defeated
Siena 8-4, but could not slip by Marist
losing that match 3-8. For their final
match, the duo was bumped up to flight
one where they were again defeated by
Marist, this time 1-8.
The doubles team composed of
sophomore Andrea Lee and freshman
Carly Hoffend went undefeated at the
festival, participating in flight three
action. The girls defeated Siena 9-7 and
Marist 8-3. They were also bumped up
to flight one where they faced Niagara,
but the match was called and the Friars
left the court as they were losing 1-5.
Providence also had four doubles
teams compete in flight four. Junior
Marissa Bigelli and freshman Erin
Kenaga defeated Siena 8-5. Freshmen
Courtney Fischer and Katherine Danaher
were defeated by Niagara 2-8, while
sophomore Therese Griffin and
freshman Karla Ruggeri grabbed an 8-1
win over Niagara. Griffin and Ruggeri
moved up to flight three, where they
were tied 3-3 against another Niagara
duo before their match was called.
Three Friars Honored
On Jan. 27, it was announced that two
Friar athletes and one coach will be
honored at the 59th annual Words
Unlimited Sports Awards Banquet on
Sunday, Feb. 20. Seniors Ryan Gomes
and Kim Smith, along with Cross
Country and Track Head Coach Ray
Treacy were chosen as the Male Athlete

Seeking Admission to

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Sophomore Shauna Snyder registered 13 points in an 87-30 loss to
Georgetown this past Saturday.
of the Year, Female Athlete of the Year, scoring (18.9 ppg), and free throw
and Women’s Sports Coach of the Year percentage (87.0 percent)on his way to
Associated Press First Team Allrecipients.
Words Unlimited is an organization American honors.
Smith’s storybook season was
of Rhode Island’s sports writers, sports
highlighted with a 2004 Cross Country
casters and sports publicists.
Gomes will be honored for his stellar Championship, four All-American
junior campaign, in which he led PC to awards, NCAA records in the 5,000 and
the NCAA Tournament for the first time 3,000 meter events, and the Honda
since 2001. In that season, he also led Award for Cross Country as the nation’s
the team in both scoring (18.9 ppg) and top women’s runner.
rebounding (9.4 rpg).
The honor marks the fourth time
Gomes racked up 13 double-doubles, Treacy has earned the award, as he led
scored 20 points or more on 14 the PC women to a third place finish ath
occasions, and recorded 10 or more the 2004 NCAA Championships,
rebounds in 15 games. He ranked in the -compiled by Stephanie LaCharite ’06
top five in the Big East in field goal
percentage (50.7), rebounds (9.4),
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Terriers nip Friars with third period goal
Kevin O’Brien ’07
Asst. Sports Editor

by

It’s been a tough season for
the Providence College Men’s
Hockey team, but you get the
feeling that one big win could
jump-start the
MEN’S Friars’ season.
HOCKEY Playing at na
tionally-ranked
No. 14 Boston University this
past Saturday provided the Fri
ars with just such an opportu
nity—but despite erasing two
one goal deficits, they were ul
timately unable to erase a third,
and fell to the Terriers by the
agonizingly close score of 3-2.
“It’s frustrating, especially
losing the game like that,” said
junior Nate Meyers.
Sophomore Jamie Carroll
echoed his
teammate’s
thoughts. “Everytime we
scored it seemed like they
scored the next shift. That re
ally takes a lot out of a team.”
On the whole it’s been that
kind of season for these Fri
ars—they ’ ve been close at times
and not so close at other times,
and it’s been the close games
that have hurt the most.
Previous one goal losses to
New Hampshire (twice) and
Massachusetts, as well as ties
with Boston College (twice) and
Northeastern, haunt the Friars at
this point in the season, as a
record (7-15-3 overall, 2-10-3
in Hockey East) that looks abys
mal to many is, in reality, a
couple of lucky breaks away
from being quite respectable.
Saturday’s game was an
other lesson in frustration for

Providence. Facing a BU team
that entered the matchup at 1410-3, ranked 14th in the coun
try and sitting third in the con
ference standings, the Friars
stuck with their high-flying op
ponents throughout much of the
affair.
After watching the Terriers
grab a 1-0 lead just a few min
utes into the game, the Friars
fought back and finally found
an equalizer late in the second
period, as Meyers scooped in
the rebound from senior Chris
Chaput’s shot for a power play
goal that knotted things up.
Unfortunately, it was an
equilibrium that would be short
lived, as BU responded with a
go-ahead goal just 30 seconds
later. The second period thus
ended with the Terriers having
restored their one-goal lead, and
Providence was forced to play
catch-up yet again.
“It’s tough starting off like
that,” Caroll said.
The Friars proved to be up
to the task, however, and there
was no more appropriate
goalscorer than Carroll, who
has really stepped up as an of
fensive threat as the season has
progressed. With assists cour
tesy of Chaput and senior
defenseman Eric Lundberg,
Carroll notched his eighth goal
of the season—a number which
gives the transfer from Iona the
team lead.
When asked about his recent
offensive success, Carroll said
that it was really quite simple.
“Nothing fancy,” he said, “I’ve
just been working hard and tak
ing a lot of shots on net, and

Sophomore Jamie Carroll was one of two Friars to find the
back of the net in Saturday’s 3-2 loss at Boston University.
The goal was Carroll’s team-leading eighth of the season.
things are going my way right
now.”
The onus was on the Terri
ers to find the game-winner on
their home ice, and they re
sponded just three minutes later.
BU managed to hold the Friars
at bay for the rest of regulation
and, despite being doubled up
on shots in the third period, 126, at the end of the day the final
scoreboard read 3-2 in favor of
the Terriers.
“It’s tough to lose like that,”

Meyers remarked, “but we’ve
still got to look at the positives.”
Providence will get a chance
for revenge against BU, as the
Terriers come to town during
Upperclassmen Parents Week
end on Friday, Feb. 11. All
thoughts of that game must be
washed from the Friars’ minds,
however, as an important two
weeks of conference games pre
cedes that rematch.
First in line is this Friday’s
matchup against nationally-

ranked No. 1 Boston College, a
team with a glistening record of
17-3-4 on the season—but a
team that has tried to defeat
Providence twice this season
and failed both times, manag
ing to register only 2-2 and 1 -1
ties against the Friars.
The Eagles will surely be
motivated to grab a victory this
time around, as a win is crucial
to their hopes of finishing atop
the Hockey East standings this
year, but the game is just as cru
cial for Providence—with the
Friars struggling just to make
the conference tournament any
losses must be viewed as missed
opportunities to sew up a
postseason berth.
“There needs to be a com
mitment to winning this week
end,” Meyers said. “I know it’s
cliche, but we have to do the
little things. When we’ve got
someone on the ropes we have
to finish them.”
After Friday’s showdown,
PC will take to the road on Sat
urday to take on UMass-Lowell
in another important Hockey
East matchup. One thing is for
sure: Providence needs a big
win to jump-start its season, and
this weekend is as good a time
as any for the Friars to grab that
victory.
“That’s what we’ve been
saying, Coach [Pooley], the
team, everyone,” Meyers af
firmed. “We just have to figure
out how to win a big game.”
Carroll agreed. “We don’t
have many Hockey East games
left and we need a momentum
changer.”
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Friars: Big East skid continues, McGrath on fire
continued from backpage
recover rather quickly from the
ankle injury that kept him from
playing the entire game against
the Mountaineers. However for
Providence the good news
stopped there. The Friars were
beaten up physically on the
inside against a Pittsburgh team
that has an abundance of size,
strength and toughness.
“It’s almost like the
Steelers,” said Welsh. “They
keep coming at you up the
middle, off tackle. They can
pound you up.”
The size advantage for the
Panthers led to a 39-24
rebounding edge and a similar
lopsided edge in points in the
paint, favoring Pittsburgh 4426. Most of those points came
at the hand of last year’s Big
East Rookie of the Year, Chris
Taft. Taft had a game high 25
points and 15 rebounds. The 25
points marked a career high for
the sophomore, who broke his
previous career high, which he
had set last year against the
Friars at the Dunk.
The Friars trailed 43-34 at
halftime and seemed to be
poised to stay around for
another close game. The Friars
hadn’t played particularly well
in the opening 20 minutes but
managed to hang rather close to
the Panthers. The Friars battled
on the inside and were only out
rebounded 15-13. The Panthers
came out in the second half and
crushed any hopes the Friars
had of pulling off an upset.

Pittsburgh’s Carl Krauser hit
a three pointer to open the
scoring and push the lead to 4634. Two free throws by Gomes
helped cut the lead to 49-41, but
reserve guard Keith Benjamin
nailed a corner three pointer and
Krauser stripped freshman
DeSean White and sailed in for
a free basket to push the lead
back to 54-41 with 13 minutes
left. After Gomes was stripped
in the lane, Troutman powered
over sophomore Herbert Hill for
a hoop and a foul, giving the
Panthers a commanding 57-41
lead.
“They have a lot of good
inside players,” said Hill. “We
stayed with them for awhile, but
they keep coming at you and we
didn’t keep it up.”
Gomes did his best to battle
the beasts that dwell at the gym
Pittsburgh calls “The Zoo,” but
his 24 points wasn’t enough to
help the Friars get a win.
McGrath contributed 11 points
and Hill had 12. However all
of this wasn’t enough against an
inspired Pittsburgh team who
had come off two straight road
wins against ranked opponents,
Connecticut and Syracuse.
The Friars, after the game,
announced another loss for the
program. Sophomore Gerald
Brown, who had missed the past
five games due to a broken foot,
decided to leave the school.
Brown, who missed the first
part of last year due to academic
reasons, was averaging 7.1
points for Providence.
The Friars got just what the
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Left: Junior Donnie McGrath scored
a career high 27 points in a 98-79 win
over Virginia. His shooting perfor
mance matched the NCAA record as
he made all nine attempts. McGrath
also set the PC record for most threepointers made in a game.
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doctor ordered on Wednesday
night though, as ACC bottom
dweller the University of
Virginia came calling. PC rode
the hot shooting of McGrath to
a 98-79 victory over the
Cavaliers.
McGrath connected on all
nine of his three point attempts
to record a game-high 27 points.
The nine three-pointers without
a miss tied the NCAA record,
and set a PC record for most
three’s made in a game. Over
the last four games, McGrath is
20 of 27, which is the hottest a
Friar has ever been from behind

Above: Sophomore Herbert Hill
recorded 12 points in a loss at Pitts
burgh on Monday night.

the arc. McGrath’s night wasn’t
limited to the scoring column,
however, as he dished out nine
assists, and snagged five boards.
“I was open, I was hitting
them, it didn’t really matter
where I was,” said McGrath. “I
was just feeling it, they just kept
going in. I was feeling it, I just
kept shooting it from anywhere.
Anything I put up I felt like it
was going to go in. Guys were
finding me and I was fortunate
enough to get a lot of looks, and
I just kept putting them up.”
Gomes, Brewington, and
Kotti also notched double

figures, scoring 20, 17, and 15
points, respectively. Gomes had
eight
rebounds,
while
Brewington added seven
assists.
Another welcome sign for
Providence was its dominance
on the boards and its defensive
intensity. PC out rebounded
Virginia 40-27, and held the
Cavaliers to 37.9 percent from
the floor in the second half.
PC resumes Big East action
on Saturday when it travels to
Villanova to play the Wildcats
before heading down to face
West Virginia on Wednesday.

Women sink, men swim PC: Eyeing crown
by

Larry Harvey ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence College
Men’s and Women’s Swimming
and Diving teams produced two
very different results from their
meets in VerSWIMMING mont this past
& DIVING weekend. The
men blew St.
Michael’s College out of the
water, 142-97, producing their
highest dual meet score of the
year. The Women’s team did not
fare as well, however, falling to
4-5 after their loss to the
University of Vermont, 172128.
The men’s team won 10 out
of 14 events in their impressive
victory over St. Michael’s. The
Friars won this meet as a team,
lacking one stand-out per
formance.
Senior Matt Raske won the
1000-meter freestyle with a
time of 10:56.20, while junior
captain Frank LaMonaca took
first in the 200-meter freestyle
in 1:52.59. Fellow junior Seth
Brockman won both the 100meter backstroke in 58.17, and
the 200-meter breaststroke with
a time 2:31.64. Sophomore
Andrew Zockoff also took first
in two events, capturing the
100-meter breaststroke in
1:03.56 and the 500-meter
freestyle in 5:05.85.
Junior captain Nick Taylor
pitched in by winning the 200meter butterfly with a time of
2:16.51. Freshman Ryan
Bamicle added yet another first
place finish, taking the 50-meter
freestyle in 23.28. Sophomore
Brian Confrey added the final
first place finish of the meet

when he won the 200-meter
backstroke with a time of
2:13.93. The Men’s team also
took the 200-meter medley
relay to add to its already
imposing point total.
Coach Jonathan Caswell
said of the meet, “St. Michael’s
is a Division III team, we went
up and we swam off events.
The kids swam well, but we
were working hard last week so
we weren’t looking for season
best times.” He went on to say,
“We were just trying to prepare
for in two weeks when we have
the Championships. It was a
team effort, nobody really stood
out.”
“We’ve all been working
really hard,” said Zockoff. “We
knew we had a good chance of
winning because we had many
more guys, and the confidence
that the whole team had kind of
let everyone do well.”
The Women’s team got the
close meet they expected at the
University of Vermont.
However, they hoped for a
different result. Sophomore
Annie Nemeth led the Friars
again by winning three events.
She took first in the 200-meter
freestyle with a time of 2:02.15,
the 100-meter breaststroke in
1:09.64, and the 200-meter
breaststroke in 2:27.59.
Classmate Carolyn Rider
placed first in the 100-meter
backstroke with a time of
1:03.44.
Another sophomore added
another first place time when
Katelyn Flynn posted a time of
2:14.12 in the 200-meter
butterfly.
The senior class chipped in
as well, as Jamie Modon-Cohen

won both the one-meter and
three-meter diving events with
scores of 186.35 and 214.05
respectively.
“The women actually swam
a great meet, including some
season best times. We lost two
close races which turned the
meet around to Vermont’s
favor,” said Caswell.
Nemeth echoed Caswell’s
comments saying, “I think that
because it was such a close meet
that any loss would have swung
it either way. There were a few
really close races, so it was the
ones that we lost that made the
difference.”
The women’s team has its
final dual meet of the season this
coming weekend at Sacred
Heart University, where it will
look to finish the season with a
500 record. A win in this meet
will also end the season on a
high note, and provide some
momentum going into the
Metropolitan Conference
Championships.
The next challenge for the
Men’s team is the Metropolitan
Conference Championships that
begin on Feb. 18th.
Zockoff said that the win on
Saturday gives the team some
momentum going into these
championships, and will help
individuals achieve personal
best times.
Coach Caswell said of the
upcoming Championships,
“[They] are in three weeks, and
looking at it now if we can get a
top five finish in both men and
women we’ll be happy and
hopefully have a few more
qualifiers for ECAC’s.”

continued from back page
impressed by a string of strong
delivery from his team.
“We took the game to them,”
he said. “They might have won
2-1 but we outshot them on thenrink 25-15. We didn’t take
advantage of some of the
unbelievable point-blank
scoring opportunities that we
had. We had a chance to blow
that game wide-open but we
didn’t do what we did on
Saturday, when we capitalized
on our chances. I would rather
us play well and possibly lose
than to play poorly and win, and
that’s what’s happening right
now. I like the maturity of our
team—not only the maturity of
their character but of their skill.
That’s what you work for every
day.”
The Friars’ strong per
formances earned them some
conference and national
recognition. Thatcher’s two
goals and one assist—which
marked her 100 th career
point—were enough to make
her February’s first Hockey East
Player of the Week. Her 12
other points in January also
earned her 2005’s first Hockey
East Player of the Month
accolades. And, after hovering
outside the top-10 rankings for
a few weeks, PC crept back into
the spotlight after trouncing
UNH on Saturday. They
currently sit at the No. 10 spot
in the country.
PC and UNH will again pay
each other a visit in four weeks
in what will probably be the
decisive fixtures of the regular
season. Providence hosts on
Saturday, Feb. 25 and New

Hampshire will return the favor
on Sunday, Feb. 26. Friar fans
are reminded that a bus will be
available for all students
interested
in
watching
Providence challenge the

We took the game to
them. They might have
won 2-1, but we outshot
them on their rink....We
had a chance to blow that
game wide-open but we
didn’t do what we did on
Saturday, when we
capitalized on our
chances....I like the
maturity of our team—
not only the maturity of
their character but of
their skill. That’s what
you work for every day.
Bob Deraney

Wildcats for bragging rights.
PC is confident that
itsmomentum from this past
weekend will carry over to their
upcoming games versus Maine.
“We hold our future in our
hands,” said Coach Deraney.
“That’s all you can ask for this
time of year. I think our kids
are more than well aware of
that. There’s motivation to fight
for it every night.”
The Friars continue their
Hockey East schedule when
they host the University of
Maine Black Bears this
Saturday and Sunday at 2:00
p.m. at Schneider Arena.
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Different approaches to bring long-run success to Friars
by

Steve O’Keefe ’05.
Sports Editor

The Providence College Men’s and
Women’s Track teams competed at the
Terrier Classic in Boston on Friday, Jan.
28 and Saturday Jan. 29. The meet not
, only featured collegiate
INDOOR teams,
but
also
TRACK professional runners and a
‘ handful of Olympians.
For the men, the meet offered great
encourage-ment for the upcoming meets,
including the Big East Championships,
as many of the squad’s top runners turned
in extremely strong performances. On
the women’s side, however, many of the
top runners were absent due to injury or
to rest up for the stretch run.
Senior Pat Moulton turned in a terrific
performance, as he placed sixth in the
5,000-meter with a time of 14:11.94.
Besides marking his personal best in the
event, the time also provisionally
qualified Moulton for the NCAA’s.
“Patrick [Moulton] ran his fastest
time ever, indoors or outdoors,” said
Head Coach Ray Treacy. “Obviously he
is in very good form. It was a very good
race for him to finish sixth in a race like
that.”
Just as encouraging as Moulton’s run
were the times turned in by senior Liam
Reale and sophomore Darren Brown in
the mile.
Reale crossed the line in a time of
4:04.75, while Brown finished in
4:05.32, which earned them fourth and
fifth place, respectively. The fourth and
fifth place results were the highest
finishes of college runners in the race,
and provisionally qualified both runners
for the NCAA Championships.
“Liam [Reale] and Darren [Brown]
had a very good race against three
Olympians in the meet,” noted Treacy.
“They responded very well to the
challenge in a race that was won by Alan
Webb, who is the top miler in the U.S.
and one of the top milers in the world.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Pat Moulton took sixth place in the 5,000-meter race this past
weekend as the Friars competed in the Terrier Classic in Boston. Moulton
clocked in at 14:11.94 recording his personal best. This time also provision
ally qualified Moulton for the NCAA Championships.

They certainly responded to the
challenge finishing fourth and fifth
against that kind of competition.”
Junior Richard Jones added to the list
of runners who qualified, as he turned
in a time of 1:50.92 in the 800 meters,
which provisionally qualifies him for the
Big East Championships. Freshman
Ahmed Haji also qualified for the Big
East Championships as he finished the
3,000-meter in 8:18.68.
Rounding out PC’s top 10 finishers
were junior Joe Dionne, who placed
ninth in the 5,000-meter with a time of
14:36.12, and sophomore Nick
Weidman, who finished eighth in the
1,000-meter, registering a time of

2:30.08.
“There were some other very solid
individual performances as well—Joe
Dionne, Nick Weidman, Ahmed [Haji],”
commented Treacy. “A lot of those guys
won their sections of the race up there.
It was a very solid performance and it’s
looking well for the guys for the rest of
the season.”
Up next for the men’s side are the
Boston University Quad meet on Feb. 5
and the Valentine Invitational on Feb. 11
and 12 before they travel to Syracuse for
the Big East Championships on Feb. 19
and 20. The meets between now and the
Big East Championships will afford
Treacy the opportunity to rest certain

runners, while letting others continue to
improve.
“For the men, we’ll run nearly
everyone,” said Treacy. “Pat Moulton
won’t run, Ahmed [Haji] won’t run. I’m
pretty much getting those guys ready for
the Big East meet.”
“This is our last really big meet before
the Big East meet, which is two weeks
after,” he continued. “We have our
highest number of qualifiers ever for the
Big East meet on the men’s side and I’m
looking forward to seeing what they can
do when the time comes.”
The women’s side at this weekend’s
Terrier Classic had quite a different
experience from the men, as a number
of the team’s top runners—junior Fiona
Crombie, and seniors Roisin Quinn, and
Katie Twarog—did not participate for
various reasons.
“I only brought a few women,” said
Treacy. “I decided I’m going to focus
on a couple of meets at the end of the
season with the women. We are a little
beat up at the moment, and I’m red
shirting a few of the younger athletes and
[senior] Mary [Cullen] as well. [Senior]
Deirdre [Byrne] is third at the moment,
and so we don’t have much in terms of
quality and I’m trying to protect the
quality we have with Fiona [ Crombie]
and Roisin Quinn and Katie Twarog and
save them for the end of the season.”
In the absence of three of the top
runners, Treacy is looking ahead to the
upcoming Boston University Quad meet
to reinsert the heavy-hitters into action.
“That’s [at the BU meet] when I’ll
put out all I’ve got in terms of the
individuals,” noted Treacy. “Fiona
[Crombie] will make her season debut
and Roisin [Quinn] will race as well. So
we’ll have everyone out next Tuesday
night for the women.”
While the women anxiously await the
reinsertion of their top finishers, the
men’s future is much more certain, as
both squads prepare with a look ahead
to the Big East Championships.

CLASSIFIEDS
Wanted: Energetic People for Spring Break
Flyering / Promotions (Hourly Wage Paid)! Be a
Trip Organizer and Earn Free Trips! Call STA
Travel / Breakaway Tours 1-800-465-4257

Childcare Providers
If you love caring for children and need flexibility
contact us today. All you need is at least 2 full
weekdays available weekly or monthly, and
experience & references in childcare. You can
earn $ll+/hr. caring for kids in their homes. Car
neccessary. Travel reimbursed. Fill out our
application at: www.parentsinapinch.com
Parents in a Pinch, Inc. 1-800-688-4697
Make Money taking Online Surveys
Earn $10-$ 125 for Surveys
Earn $25-$250 for Focus Groups
Visit www.cash4students.com/ripc
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Friars split wild weekend with New Hampshire
Providence and UNH
hand each other 5-1
and 2-1 losses; Junior
Karen Thatcher earns
Hockey East Player
of the Week and
Player of the Month
accolades
by

Pat Brown ’05
Sports Staff

Punxsutawney Phil and the rest of his
cuddly companions from Narragansett
Nick to Honolulu Hal climbed out of
their subterranean surroundings this
week and all predicted
WOMEN’S the same furry forecast—
HOCKEY six more weeks of
relentless action for No.
the nationally ranked No. 10 Providence
College Women’s Hockey.
A major factor in their speculation
was undoubtedly the Friars’ split with the
No. 7 ranked University of New
Hampshire this past weekend, when both
Hockey East powerhouses met for the
season’s first of two home-and-home
series. With both sides knowing that
these fixtures could make or break their
prospects for claiming the league title,
and with only one point separating the
pair in the conference standings, no iota
of hustle or hunger would be spared in
the struggle.
By the time it was all over, each squad
skated away with two points, as PC
emerged victorious in the first game, 51, and the Wildcats exacted their revenge
the following day by a score of 2-1. The
results push the Friars’ overall record to
13-7-4, and 8-1-1 in Hockey East but
snapped their previous four game

unbeaten streak in division play.
The showdown started on Saturday,
with Providence playing host to its long
time rivals. The Wildcats never got a
chance to make themselves at home,
though, as junior Karen Thatcher opened
the scoring at 5:09 in the first. The
goodship goal set sail for the Friars soon
after and it never looked back.
Freshman Kelli Doolin netted her
first game-winning goal for the squad
early in the second. After breaking up a
pass in the neutral zone, she steamed
full-speed ahead on goal. A wide-open
senior Rush Zimmerman did well to stay
onside as she watched a determined
Doolin roof the puck top-shelf and
increase PC’s lead to 2-0.
UNH cut its deficit in half a few
moments later, but freshman Cherie
Hendrickson’s first goal of the season
restored the two goal margin, as she
sneaked her shot between the keeper’s
pads.
But Thatcher came right back for
Providence, notching her second tally of
the game and team-leading 17th of the
season towards the end of the period,
when she collected a rebound off
freshman Rachel Crissy’s shot on the
power-play and slammed it home to put
the Friars up 4-1. Freshman defender
Kathleen Smith rounded out the scoring
early in the last session of regulation,
capping off an impressive 5-1 win for
the home side.
“I think what we saw on Saturday
was a group of players that are really
starting to gel as a unit,” said Head
Coach Bob Deraney. “I thought we
executed our game plan to perfection.
There’s still a lot of room for
improvement, but we’ve come really
far.”
Although a similar story unfolded the
next day in Wildcat territory, there would
be no happy ending for the Friars. After
a goalless first period, both teams got
on the scoreboard midway through the

TRACY DONAD1O ’06/The Cowl

Junior Kaen Thatcher led PDvidence to a 5-1 victoy over nationally
ranted No. 8 UNH, scoring two goals. Thatchei; who ranks eighth in the
nation in goals (two) and assists (1.11) per gme, was named Hokey East
Player of the Week for her perfrmance
second. UNH drew first blood in the
twelfth minute, but Zimmerman
equalized for the visitors five minutes
later with the man-advantage.
In what ended up being their lone shot
of the period, New Hampshire sealed the
result when Nicole Hekle scored at 2:26
in the third. Both teams’ defenses kicked

into high gear and despite a lopsided
quantity of PC shots on goal, a stalemate
ensued, ensuring the hosts a 2-1 victory
on the day.
Though gunning for a double victory
in the series, Bob Deraney was
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Tumble continues with losses and turmoil for Friars
by

Ryan Durkay ’05
Sports Staff

and

Steve O’Keefe ’05
Sports Editor

It certainly is no secret that the
Providence College Men’s Basketball
team has had its struggles so far in this
Big East season. The Friars dropped
their first five games
MEN’S by a combined score
BASKETBALL of 29 points. Pro
vidence looked to
change its fortunes against West Virginia
and Pittsburgh, but the results were pretty
much the same. The Friars dropped
another close game to the Mountaineers
82-78 and followed that with a crushing
defeat, 86-66 to the nationally ranked
No. 16 Panthers.
The two losses dropped the Friars to
0-7 in conference play for the first time
in the school’s history. The Friars have
now lost 10 straight Big East games,
dating back to last season and are 0-6
against ranked teams this year.
“We’re not going to abandon the
ship,” said Head Coach Tim Welsh after
the loss to the Mountaineers. “We’ve had
tumbles before in different years. We’re
going to grind it out.”
Well that grind will most likely have
to be on the defensive end. The Friars
gave up points in the paint to the Panthers
and gave up uncontested shots to West
Virginia. Providence clearly has no
problem scoring points, averaging just a
hair below 71 for the year; preventing
other teams from scoring on them is

TRACY DONADIO ’06/The Cowl

Senior Ryan Gomes Ecorded 23 points in a loss toWest Viiginia, 24 points
in a defeat at Pittshngh, and 20 points rrsus Virginia. Gomes has
ascended to fiurth all time on the Rividence scoring list with 1,889 points.

another question.. PC is last in
conference games allowing 77 points a
game at a 48 percent shooting clip.
On Saturday against the Moun
taineers it was much of the same.

Providence lacked the hustle on the
defensive end for most of the contest and
ended up paying the price. West Virginia
shot over 50 percent from the field and
from behind the three-point arc.

Providence committed 27 turnovers, due
to the injury of junior Donnie McGrath,
and those turnovers led to 41 points by
WVU.
“I was shocked with the way we
handled the basketball, especially against
that defense,” said Welsh. “The turnovers
obviously killed us.”
Providence had a terrible first half.
After leading the game 14-11, the Friars
fell asleep and allowed West Virginia to
rattle off 17 straight points and take a
28-14 lead. The Friars went into the
break lucky to be down only by 12 at
44-32, with 22 of those points coming
directly off the Friar turnovers. Senior
forward Ryan Gomes was practically
invisible and finished the half with only
four points.
The second half showed a much more
spirited effort by the Friars. After going
down by 16 points twice in the half, the
Friars were able to battle back and make
a game of it. Gomes had his way in the
paint and scored 19 second half points,
to finish the game with 23. Despite the
valiant comeback attempt, Providence
still came up on the short end of the stick
and dropped yet another heartbreaker to
a conference opponent.
“It was a valiant comeback,” Welsh
said. “In this league, when you get that
far behind, everything has to go right.”
The good news against the Panthers
was that the Friars would not have to play
without McGrath. He was able to
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